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EDITORIAL  INFORMATION 

The  IASSIST  Newsletter  represents  an  international  cooperative  effort 
on  the  part  of  individuals  managing,  operating,  or  using  machine-readable 
data  archives,  data  libraries  and  data  services.  The  Newsletter  reports 
on  activities  related  to  the  production,  acquisition,  preservation ,  pro- 
cessing, distribution,  and  use  of  machine-readable  data  carried  out  be 
its  members  and  others  in  the  international  social  science  community. 
Your  contributions  and  suggestions  for  topics  of  interest  are  encouraged 
and  welcomed.  The  views  set  forth  by  authors  of  articles  contained  in 
this  publication  are  not  necessarily  those  of  lASSIST. 

Information  for  Authors 

The  Newsletter  is  published  four  times  yearly,  as  Winter,  Spring,  Sum- 
mer, and  Fall  issues.  Substantive  articles  are  refereed.  Articles  and 
other  information  should  be  typewritten  and  doublespaced .  Each  page  of 
the  manuscript  should  be  numbered.  The  first  page  should  contain  the 
article  title,  author's  name,  affiliation,  address  to  which  correspon- 
dence should  be  sent,  and  telephone  number.  An  author  should  NOT  place 
his  or  her  name  on  the  manuscript  itself.  The  second  page  should  contain 
an  abstract  of  100  to  200  words.  Authors  are  requested  to  follow  the 
instructions  given  by  the  "Publication  Manual"  of  the  American  Psycholog- 
ical Association.  Other  material  for  inclusion  in  the  Newsletter  should 
be  completely  identified  by  name,  address,  and  telephone  number.  If  the 
entry  is  an  announcement  of  a  conference,  training  session,  or  the  like, 
the  notice  should  include  a  mailing  address  and  telephone  number  for  the 
director  of  the  event,  or  of  the  organization  sponsoring  the  event.  Book 
notices  and  reviews  may  not  exceed  two,  double-spaced,  typewritten  pages. 

Manuscripts  should  be  submitted  in  duplicate  to  the  Editor: 

Thomas  Wm.  Madron 

Academic  Computing  and  Research  Services 

245  Grise  Hall 

Western  Kentucky  University 

Bowling  Green,  Ky .  42101,  USA 

Telephone:   (502)  745-4981 

Book  reviews  should  be  submitted  in  duplicate  to  the  Book  Review  Editor: 

Ms.  Kathleen  M.  Heim 

Graduate  School  of  Library  Science 

University  of  Illinois  at  Urbana-Champaign 

329  Main  Library 

Urbana,  IL  61801 

Secretarial  support  is  provided  by  Ms.   Wi Ima  Malone,   Academic  Computing 
and  Research  Services,  Western  Kentucky  University. 
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I 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

THE    1980    lASSIST   CONFERENCE  WILL   BE   HELD    IN 

WASHINGTON,    D.    C. 

WORKSHOPS:      MAY   1    (Thursday) 

CONFERENCE:      MAY    2,    3,    4    (Friday  through   Sunday) 

Send    your    ideas   and    suggestions   to: 

Michael    Leavitt 

Federal   Justice   Center 

(att.    Research) 

1520   H    Street,    N.    W. 

Washington,    D.    C.    20005  USA 

See    "By   the    Seat   of  My   Pants",    p.    18, 
for    further    information 


Copyright    £      1979    by    lASSIST.      All    rights    reserved. 
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USER  NEEDS  AND  CONFIDENTIALITY  IN  SWEDEN 
Erika  von  Brunken 


The  issue  of  data  confidentiality  has  become  an  important  problem  for 
discussion  and  legislation  in  many  nations.  Legislation  dealing  with 
data  confidentially  can  have  an  impact  on  social  science  research  as  well 
as  on  methods  for  archiving  and  retrieving  data.  Erika  von  Brunken,  in  a 
paper  delivered  originally  in  Ottawa,  discusses  Sweden's  response  to  the 
issue . --Ed  itor . 


INTRODUCTION 

Since  May  1973  Sweden  has  a  Data 
Protection  Act  (Datalagen, 
1973) [1].  As  questions  related  to 
registration  of  personal  data  have 
attracted  considerable  attention 
since  the  passing  of  this  law,  it 
became  obvious  that  amendments 
would  be  needed  in  a  near  future. 
Several  parliamentary  bills  on  this 
subject  have  been  proposed  during 
the  past  years.  In  May  1976  a 
Swedish  Government  Commission  on 
Data  Legislation  (DALK)  was  set  up 
for  a  general  review  of  the  Data 
Protection  Law  and  of  the  activi- 
ties and  experience  of  the  Data 
Inspection  Board.  DALK  examined 
the  legal  regulation  of  the  protec- 
tion of  privacy  in  conjunction  with 
registration  of  personal  data, 
chiefly  problems  associated  with 
the  use  of  ADP.  As  a  result  of 
this  investigation  the  report  "Per- 
sonregister  -  Datorer  -  Integritet" 
(Person  registers  -  computers 
integrity) [2]  was  submitted  (June 
1978).  Emanating  from  this  report, 
a  Government  Proposal[3]  on  certain 
amendments  in  the  Data  Act  was  sub- 
mitted on  March  22,  1979,  which 
will  come  into  force  on  July  1, 
1979.  DALK  is  now  investigating 
the  way  in  which  computerization 
affects  the  principle  of  public 
access  to  official  records,  as  well 
as  the  use  of  computers  in  public 
administration  and  by  the  business 
community  as  an  international  phe- 
nomenon. 


In  the  following  I  shall  not 
dwell  on  the  concepts  of  privacy, 
integrity,  confidentiality,  ranging 
from  "the  right  to  be  left  alone" 
to  "being  able  to  decide  and  act  on 
one's  own",  but  restrict  myself  to 
the  legal  aspects  of  privacy  pro- 
tection and  their  impact  •  on 
research  in  the  social  sciences. 


THE  IDENTITY  NUMBER  AND  THE 

PRINCIPLE  OF  PUBLIC  ACCESS 
TO  OFFICIAL  RECORDS. 

Discussions  on  privacy  and  data 
protection  in  Sweden  revolve  around 
two  basic  problems:  the  identity 
number,  assigned  to  every  person 
living  in  Sweden,  and  the  principle 
of  public  access  to  official 
records,  confirmed  by  law  in  1766. 

The  identity  number,  in  Sweden 
called  "person-nummer" ,  has  existed 
since  January  1,  1947,  and  com- 
prises the  birth  date  (year,  month, 
day)  and  four  digits,  e.g. 
650213-1193.  The  last  four  digits 
are  coded  information  on  country  of 
birth,  sex,  and  a  control  figure. 
As  all  information  on  an  individual 
is  stored  by  this  identity  number, 
it  was  easy  to  sort  immigrants  by 
their  national  origin.  This  dis- 
crimination  has   been    cancelled 
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lately,  so  that  now  even  immigrants 
get  their  identity  number  from  the 
Swedish  series.  The  identity  num- 
ber, the  name,  address  and  family 
relations  are  entered  in  a  personal 
file  drawn  up  by  the  registration 
office  of  the  parish  in  which  the 
individual  is  registered.  In  the 
personal  file  instances  of  mar- 
riage, children,  divorce,  change  of 
address  and  death  are  recorded.  If 
the  person  moves  to  another  parish, 
this  file  is  transferred  to  its 
registration  office.  While  in  most 
countries  the  population  statistics 
are  still  based  on  censuses,  Sweden 
now  has  a  fully  developed  system 
for  the  continuous  recording  of 
population  changes  in  local, 
regional  and  national  registers.  A 
vast  amount  of  personal  data  has  so 
been  stored  in  Sweden  in  machine- 
readable  files,  and  the  identity 
number  makes  it  technically  easy  to 
merge  information  from  different 
files,  originally  stored  for  other 
purposes. 

The  principle  of  public  access 
to  official  records  was  established 
by  the  Press  Law  ( tryckf r ihetsl a- 
gen)  in  1766.  According  to  this 
law  any  Swedish  citizen  has  the 
right  to  take  part  of,  to  read  or 
to  copy  official  records  and  to 
publish  their  content. [2]  Even  the 
records  of  the  nunicipal  adminis- 
tration are  official  records  due  to 
this  law.  Certain  records,  how- 
ever, are  not  official,  as  docu- 
ments concerning  state  security, 
central  financial  policies,  inter- 
ests to  prevent  crime  or  legal 
action  against  it,  the  economic 
interests  of  the  society,  etc. 
These  documents  are  classified  as 
secret  material  by  the  Secrecy  Law 
and  are  not  accessible.  Informa- 
tion stored  on  machine-readable 
media  can  be  obtained  in  the  form 
of  printouts  for  a  fee.  Personal 
data  are  not  accessible.  The  Press 
Law  has  been  amended  several  times. 
The  latest  amendment   has  been  made 


in  1976  with  special  application  to 
automatic  data  processing  and  other 
technical  recording.  The  new  rules 
came  into  force  in  January  1978. 


The  Data  Inspection  Board  and  its 
role  in  the  protecTion  oT  pr i vacy . 

The  Data  Inspection  Board  is  a 
central  administrative  agency  for 
examination  of  matters  relating  to 
licenses  and  supervision  in  accor- 
dance with  the  Data  Act,  the  Credit 
Information  Act  and  the  Collection 
of  Debts  Act. [2]  Because  of  the 
large  amount  of  personal  data 
stored  on  machine-readable  media 
since  the  beginning  of  the  1960s, 
the  use  of  ADP  was  considered  to 
involve  such  risks  of  intrusion 
upon  the  privacy  of  a  registered 
person,  that  special  attention  had 
to  be  paid.  Special  legislation 
was  therefore  demanded  for  regula- 
tion of  both  public  and  private 
personal  registers  kept  by  ADP. 
Since  July  1,  1973,  every  person, 
firm  or  authority,  who  wants  to 
register  personal  data  by  ADP,  has 
to  apply  for  a  license  at  the  Data 
Inspection  Board.  Now  even  for 
collection  of  personal  data  for 
automatic  data  processing  at  a 
later  date  a  licence  is  needed. 

The  Swedish  Government  Commis- 
sion on  Data  Legislation  (DALK) 
recommends  that  the  following  con- 
siderations should  be  taken  into 
account  when  licence  applications 
are  examined  : 


-  it  should  still  be  permis- 
sible to  start  a  personal 
register  if  it  can  be 
assumed  that  -  having 
regard  to  the  various 
regulations  which  may  be 
issued  -  the  register 
involves  no  risk   of  undue 


24  - 


lASSIST    Newsletter,    Vol.     3,    No.     2     (Spring    1979) 


encroachment         upon  the 

privacy  of      the    registered 
persons 

the  significance  of  the  term 
undue  encroachment  upon 
the  personal  privacy  of 
those  registered  cannot  be 
decided  in  general,  but 
must  as  now,  continue  to 
be  judged  from  case  to 
case 

in  making  this  judgment  spe- 
cial consideration  should 
be  given  to  whether  the 
purpose  of  the  register 
complies  with  the  activity 
conducted  or  to  be  con- 
ducted by  the  responsible 
keeper  of   the    register 


special  atte 
paid  also 
and  quanti 
sonal  dat 
wh  i  c  h  pe  r 
included  i 
and  to  whe 
and  quanit 
the  categ 
concerned 
purpose  of 


ntion  should  be 
to  the  nature 
ty  of  the  per- 
a,  as  also  to 
sons  shall  be 
n  the  register, 
ther  the  nature 
ty  of  data  and 
ory  of  persons 
comply  with  the 
the    register 


special        attention,  too, 

should  be  paid  to  whether 
the  data  to  be  included  in 
the  register  were  origi- 
nally collected  for 
another  purpose  than  the 
register    is   to    serve 

special  attention,  finally, 
should  be  paid  to  the 
attitude  to  the  register 
held  by  or  assumed  to  be 
held  by  those  who  may  be 
included    in    it." 


DALK  proposed  additions  to  Sec- 
tor 3  of  the  Data  Act  on  these 
lines.      The    proposed    additions    have 


been  included  in  the  amendment  to 
the  Data  Act.  DALK  emphasizes  the 
significance  of  public  interest 
when  a  licence  is  examined,  saying 
"that  certain  very  delicate  per- 
sonal information  may,  under  the 
Data  Act,  be  registered  if  called 
for  by  a  strong  societal  or  other 
public    interest". 

When  a  license  has  been  given  to 
set  up  and  to  handle  a  personal 
file  by  ADP  technique,  the  Data 
Inspection  Board  gives  instructions 
in  accordance  with  Section  6  of  the 
Data    Act  on    following    points: 

1.  collection  of  information 
for    the    person    register 

2.  how  to  perform  the  auto- 
matic  data    processing 

3.  the   hardware 

4.  processing  of  personal 
data   allowed    by   ADP 

5.  notification  of  the  per- 
sons concerned 

6.  the  kind  of  personal  data 
which  may  be  made  availa- 
ble 

7.  the  handing  out  and  other 
use   of   personal    data 

8.  preservation  and  sorting 
out   of   personal    data 

9.  control    and    security. 

Concerning  the  registration  of  soft 
data  Section  6  was  amended  with  the 
following:  When      considering       if 

instructions  are  needed,  special 
attention  shall  be  paid  in  case  the 
file  contains  personal  data  based 
on  judgments  or  on  appraised  infor- 
mation  on    the    registered    person. 
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Person  registers  o 
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Obi igations  of  the  holder  of  a 
person  register . 

Every  person,  firm  or  authority 
who  received  a  license  for  setting 
up  or  holding  a  person  register  on 
ADP  is  must  follow  paragraphs  8  - 
14  of  the  Data  Act.  I  present 
these  paragraphs  in  an  abbreviated 
form: 

8.  If  it  can  be  suspected 
that  some  personal  data  in 
the  file  are  wrong,  the 
holder  is  responsible  for 
immediate  investigation 
and  correction  of  the  data 
in  question. 


If  a  file  c 
sonal  data 
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the  aim  of  t 
and  which  by 
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requests  it,  the  holder  of 
the  file  has  to  inform  the 
appl icant  about  the  con- 
tent of  the  personal  data 
stored  on  him/her.  Even 
if  no  information  has  been 
stored,  this  has  to  be 
stated.  Once  information 
has  been  given,  no  new 
information  has  to  be  con- 
fered  to  the  same  person 
before  12  months  later. 
This  kind  of  information 
is  free  of  charge.  Cer- 
tain information  is  yet 
excepted  from  this  rule. 

11.  Personal  data  may  not  be 
handed  out  if  it  can  be 
suspected  that  the  infor- 
mation will  be  handled  by 
ADP  in  conflict  with  the 
law.  In  case  information 
shall  be  handled  by  ADP  in 
a  foreign  country,  the 
consent  of  the  Data 
Inspection  Board  is 
needed.  Such  a  consent 
will  only  be  given  if  no 
intrusion  into  personal 
integrity  is  involved. 

12.  The  responsible  holder  of 
the  file  has  the  obliga- 
tion to  notify  the  Data 
Inspection  Board  if  the 
register  shall  be  closed. 
The  Board  will  then  give 
instructions  what  to  do 
with  the  file. 

13.  The  responsible  holder  or 
other  persons  working  with 
a  person  register  or  col- 
lecting material  for  the 
file  are  not  allowed  to 
reveal  information  on  an 
individual.  The  same  is 
valid  for  persons  who 
received  information  from 
a  person  register. 


10.   If   a   registered   person 
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14.  If  authorities  ase  ADP  would  lead  to  infringement  or  pri- 
records  for  handling  or  vacy  instead.  It  has  been  recom- 
hearing  a  case,  the  mater-  mended  that  the  identity  number 
ial  shall  be  added  to  the  should  not  be  printed  in  data  out- 
records  in  readable  form,  puts  if  not  necessary, 
if      not        special      reasons 

give         rise         to         another  DALK   says:            "As    regards      other 

procedure.  aspects   of      linking,       it      has   above 

all    been    pointed    out       in    the    debate 
that    public    agencies,      with    the    aim 

Those    who      break    the    law      can    be  admirable    as      such    to       fulfil    their 

punished    by      fines   or      prison.        An  functions   as    justly      and    rationally 

individual    has      the    right      to    claim  as   possible,      have      tended    increas- 

damages    if    intrusion      into    personal  ingly   to      make    use      of    ADP      and    the 

integrity  has   occurred.           The    Data  possibilities  of      linking    registers 

Inspection      Board        may      recall        a  in    order      to   check      the   correctness 

license    in   case      personal    integrity  of      particulars      submitted      by      the 

has      been      violated      or      cannot      be  individual       in   different      contexts, 

secured.  But  it  is  not  unusual  that  the  pri- 
vate sector  as  well,  e.g.  insurance 
companies  and  credit  information 
agencies,         uses     data      in      various 

MERGING    INFORMATION    FROM  official    registers    to      check    infor- 

DIFFERENT    FILES    BY    USE    OF  mation    submitted    by      the    individual 

THE    IDENTITY    NUMBER.  relevant      to    a      particular      private 

sector.  Apart  from  these 
The  linking  of  files  or  merging  instances,  the  linking  and  other 
of  information  from  di'ferent  joint  use  of  data  would  appear  to 
files,  originally  set  up  fo.  other  be  commonly  desired  in  scientific 
purposes,  has  aroused  public  opin-  research,  including  community  plan- 
ion  and  drawn  attention  to  the  need  ning  and  the  production  of  statis- 
for  protection  of  privacy.  It  is  tics.  These  aspects  of  the  linkage 
technically  easy  in  Sweden  to  merge  problem  involve,  in  DALK's  opinion, 
selected  information  from  different  a  broader  political  issue,  namely 
file  by  using  the  identity  number.  which  methods  should  be  accepted 
All  information  on  an  individual  is  that  public  and  private  bodies  use 
stored  by  this  number.  The  tax  for  checking  the  correctness  of 
office  checks  your  declared  income,  particulars  submitted  by  the  indi- 
the  social  welfare  authorities  make  vidual,  often  on  oath  or  in  similar 
sure  you  have  not  received  undue  forms,  in  a  specific  administrative 
allowances,  etc.  The  Cancer-Envi-  matter  or  a  specific  customer  rela- 
ronment-Reg ister ,  conducted  by  the  tionship." 
National  Board  of  Health  and  Wel- 
fare, is  the  result  of  merging  The  question  is  to  weigh  the 
information  from  the  Cancer  Regis-  infringement  on  privacy  against  the 
ter  with  census  data  on  occupation,  demands  of  the  public  interest, 
working  place,  living  quarters,  DALK  proposed  that  governmental 
education,  etc.  A  more  restricted  instructions  should  define  mo-re 
use  of  the  identity  number,  even  clearly  for  which  purposes  data  in 
its  elimination,  have  been  dis-  official  registers  may  be  used, 
cussed,  but  the  advantages  are  sur-  This  might  quiet  the  public  uneasi- 
passing  the  disadvantages.  The  ness  concerning  uncontrolled  use  of 
joint  running  of  files  would  not  be  individual  data. 
as   easy   as   now,    but    name   confusions 
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SOFT  DATA  AND  OTHER  SENSITIVE  be  eliminated,    research  would   be 

INFORMATION .  made   impossible,    which   in   turn 

would  endanger  society.    The  Board 

The  need  for  and  the  use  of  soft  was   afraid   that    DALK's   way   to 

data  and   other  sensitive   informa-  balance   the  demand   for   integrity 

tion   and  their   handling  has   been  against   the   demand   for   research 

discussed     thoroughly    by    the  might   become    fatal   for    future 

research  community  and  the  authori-  research  in  the   social  sciences  in 

ties.    The  point   of  view  differs,  Sweden.     Janson  stressed   further 

depending  on  who   is  discussing  it.  that    the   Data    Protection    Law 

Largely  the  authorities   agree  that  already  has  affected   research  in  a 

soft   data  should   be  handled   with  negative  way,   and  that  the  protec- 

utmost   care  and   should  be   judged  tion  of  privacy  has  changed  for  the 

from   case   to   case.     The   Data  worse.     He    foresees   a    strong 

Inspection  Board  emphasizes  that  it  bureaucratic   impact   on   research, 

cannot  be  said  generally  which  kind  and  as  a  consequence  reduced  empir- 

of  information   is  sensitive,    and  ical   research.     Janson   proposed 

which   is  not.     Important  is   the  that  a   distinction  should   be  made 

feeling  of   the  individual   towards  between   administrative    and   pure 

it.    It   is  that   perception  which  research   files,   the   latter   ones 

should   decide  from   case  to   case.  should  not   need  a   licence.    This 

The  Data  Inspection   Board  attaches  idea  had  already   earlier  been  pre- 

great  importance  to   the  viewpoints  sented  by  him  during  a  symposium  on 

of   the  ethical   committees  at   the  "Forskning      och       integritet" 

respective  faculties.     These  com-  (Research  and   Interity),   arranged 

mittees   investigate  research   pro-  by  the  Faculty   of  Jurisprudence  at 

jects  of  sensitive  nature,  and  exa-  Stockholm    University    in    March 

mine  if   they  can   be  performed   in  1978[5],    where   research   workers 

accordance  with  ethical  rules.   Thi  from  different  fields  in  the  social 

restrictive    view   of    the    Data  sciences   had   met    and   discussed 

Inspection  Board  is  shared  by  DALK,  their  experiences.    Several  parti- 

which   proposed   the   amendment   to  cipants   of  this   symposium   empha- 

Section  6   of  the  Data   Act  already  sized  the   need  for   soft  data   and 

mentioned  earlier.  the   necessity   to  store   them   for 

later  use  in  longitudinal  and  panel 

As  expected,   the  strongest  cri-  studies.    The   elimination  of   the 

ticism  against  the   proposed  amend-  identity   number   would   make   such 

ments    have   been    expressed    bY  studies   impossible.      Concerning 

research  workers  in  the  social  sci-  archiving   and   sorting    out   data 

ences.    Professor  Carl-Gunnar  Jan-  files  it   was  pointed   out  that   it 

son,   sociologist   and  Dean   of  the  should  be  born  in  mind  what  kind  of 

Faculty   for   Social    Sciences   at  data  might  be  of  value  for  research 

Stockholm  University,  expressed  the  20  years   or  more  ahead,    and  that 

view  of  the  Board  of  the  Faculty  in  the   demands   of    future   research 

an  answer  to  the  Department  of  Jus-  should  be  met. 
tice,  which  submitted  DALK's  report 

for  consideration. [4 ]   He  said  that  The   Research   Council   for   the 

neither  freedom  nor  right  are  abso-  Social  Sciences,   well  aware  of  the 

lute,    neither  the   freedom  to   do  need   to  preserve   research   files, 

research,    nor    the   individual's  set   up  a  working   group  on  data 

right  for  privacy.     The  interests  archiving   matters  in   March   1978. 

of  the  society  had  to  be  taken  into  The  final  report  of   this  group  has 

consideration.   If  all  risks  should  just  been  presented,    but  no  deci- 
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sion   has   yet    been   made.     Ulf  advertisements  filling   their  mail- 

Christof fersson  from  the  University  boxes. 
of  Gothenburg,  a  member  of  lASSIST, 

belongs  to  this  group.   Probably  he       Still   we  are   an  open   society, 

will  report  on  this  work  at  a  later  Research  workers,    representatives 

date.    The   Board  of   the  Research  of  the  Data   Inspection  Board,   the 

Councils,     Forskn ingsradsnamnden.  Research  Councils   and  the   Central 

set   up  a   committee   on   longterm  Bureau  of  Statistics  have  been  most 

research  for   investigation  of   the  helpful  by  providing  me  with  infor- 

need   for   future  access   to  data.  mation.   Summarizing  my  impressions 

The  work  of  this  committee  has  been  very   crudely   I  could   say:     the 

presented  in  a   report  "Forkningens  farther  away  you  are  from  research, 

framtida   datatillgang"     (Future  the  less  you  are   worried  about  the 

access  to  data   for  research) [6]  by  impact   of   data   legislation    on 

Christer  Winberg  and  Sune  Akerman.  future  research. 
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A  MODEL  FOR  USER'S  SERVICE: 

PROVIDING  FOR  INFORMATION  AND  DATA  RETRIEVAL 

FROM  AN  ARCHIVAL,  USER,  AND  DEVELOPMENT  LIBRARY 

Harriet  A.  Dhanak 

Christopher  D.  Brown 

Michigan  State  University 

Although  the  Newsletter  has  carred  several  articles  dealing  with  the 
various  operations  of  specific  archives  (The  Roper  Center,  NORC,  etc.), 
the  organizations  reviewed  were  establishments  devoted  primarily  to  pro- 
viding archival  and  library  services.  Many  of  the  members  of  lASSIST,  in 
contrast,  work  alone  or  with  limited  assistance,  within  the  context  of  an 
academic  (or  other)  department.  The  article  which  follows  was  first  pre- 
sented at  the  1979  lASSIST  Annual  meeting  in  Ottawa  and  is  a  description 
of  the  way  in  which  a  depar tmentally  organized  archive  is  confronting  its 
work . --Ed  i tor . 

INTRODUCTION  characteristics  of  the   user  commu- 

nity  and  the  Michigan  State  Univer- 

This   paper  will   deal  with   the  sity  computing   system    plus   our 

problems  of  information  storage  and  tasks  and   needs  and   those  of   our 

retrieval  associated  with  a  machine  user  community, 
readable   data   archive    located 
within  a   teaching/research  depart- 
ment,  namely  the  Political  Science 

Department  of  Michigan   State  Univ-  LOCAL  SITUATION 
ersity.   A  model,  in  the  process  of 

development  and  implementation,  is  Because  the  Political  Data 
described  that  hopefully  will  Archive  is  located  within  a  teach- 
alleviate  the  problems  we  have  ing  and  research  department,  our 
encountered.  The  mode  of  delivery  contact  is  with  researchers, 
of  copies  of  machine  readable  data  faculty  and  students,  during  the 
files  will  be  discussed  as  well  as  period  that  their  work  is  in  pro- 
modes  of  user  information  storage  gress.  Through  the  Pol itometr ics 
and  retrieval.  Laboratory  also  located   within  the 

department,   we  will  either  conduct 

Some   subjects   germane   to   the  the   computer   runs  or   assist   the 

topic,   such  as   cataloging  machine  users  in  all  aspects   of  the  compu- 

readable   data   files  in   a   tradi-  ter  applications.     Therefore,   we 

tional   library,   have   been   dealt  find  it  necessary   to  address  their 

with  extensively  elsewhere  and  will  needs   as   well   as   needs   of   the 

not  be  discussed  here.   While  there  archive, 
are   generic   problems   facing   the 

archives   that  deal   with   machine      The   present   situation   on   our 

readable  data  files,    this   paper  campus  is: 
will   focus  on   the   ones  that   are 
central  to  our   users  and  functions 
of   the   archive.     Points   to   be 
developed   and   discussed   are   the 
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1.  We  are  the  only  archive 
of  machine  readable  data 
files  of  cross  discipli- 
nary material  on  the  cam- 
pus . 

2.  The  main  library  is  not 
in  the  immediate  future 
planning  to  hold  our 
types  of  files.  At  pre- 
sent the  code  books  are 
not  located  in  the  main 
library,  but  are  in  a 
library  located  within 
the  Political  Science 
Department. 

3.  The  archive  also  serves 
the  College  of  Social 
Science  and  the  univer- 
sity community  as  the 
supplier  of  data  sets 
from  the  Inter-University 
Consortium  for  Political 
and    Social    Research. 

4.  The  Michigan  State  Univ- 
ersity Computer  Labora- 
tory maintains  a  Control 
Data  Corporation  6500, 
with  an  Inter  Data  that 
handles  the  terminal  I/O. 
A  CDC  6400  is  available 
on  a  limited  basis  for 
batch  work.  A  Hewlett 
Packard  2000  is  main- 
tained primarily  for 
instructional    purposes. 

5.  The  Computer  Laboratory 
offers  consultation  on 
system  problems,  computer 
language  (Fortran,  Cobol, 
etc.)  execution  problems 
and  for  analysis  packages 
such  as  Statistical  Pack- 
age for  Social  Sciences 
and    the    MSU   STAT   package. 

6.  An  interactive  multipur- 
pose computing  package  is 
not  maintained  by  the 
Computer    Laboratory. 


Within  the  department,  we 
need  the  use  of  special 
analytic  programs  that 
must  be  updated  with  com- 
puter system  changes  and 
modified  for  research 
needs. 


RESEARCH    PROBLEMS 

One  problem  both  for  researchers 
and  others  using  a  computer  system 
for  information  manipulation  that 
differs  from  a  traditional  library 
use  is  that  the  functioning  unit  or 
system  is  under  constant  change, 
that  is,  the  enviornment  within 
which  one  works  is  constantly 
changing.  The        computer      system 

itself  may  be  changing  with  a  new 
model  or  even  worse  a  new  vendor. 
The  existing  computer  system  is 
altered,  hopefully  upgraded,  and  is 
not  necessarily  upward  compatible. 
New  programs/methods  are  introduced 
on  an  existig  system,  and  the 
changes  may  prevent  previously  exe- 
cutable  program    from    running. 

This  situation  presents  compu- 
ter-oriented researchers  with  an 
important  cost  in  personal  and  pro- 
fessional time  just  to  keep  up  with 
the   changes.  This   time      is   above 

the  time  consumed  learning  to  use 
computers  as  a  research  tool.  For 
those  who  constantly  use  a  computer 
the  information  is  easily  recalled 
and         current.  However,  most 

researchers  will  use  computers  epi- 
sodically and  the  development  of 
our  model  is  partially  dictated  by 
the  characteristics  and  needs  of 
this    type    of    user.  Those    using    a 

computer  must  familiarize  them- 
selves with  some  aspects  of  their 
use,  at  least  analysis  packages 
such  as  SPSS.  We  would  hope  to 
assist  such  users  by  enabling  them 
to  obtain  a  data  set  with  a  minimal 
knowledge   of      tape    handling       proce- 
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dures,   assuming  that   the  data  set  aspect  that  we  will  focus  on  is  his 

is  on  tape.  suggestion   of  a   machine   readable 

index  of  holdings.    He  details  the 

SSDC   method  of   keeping  tape   file 

information  on   a  card   image  file. 

ARCHIVE  PROBLEMS  We  have   already  used   that  method, 

and  found  that  it   was  not  adequate 

Several   authors  have   addressed  for  our  needs.   The  card  image  file 

some   of   the    issues   of   special  could  be   augmented  when   new  files 

interest  to   us,   with   most  noting  were  created  for  a  study,  but  basi- 

common  problems.   White  (1974)  dis-  cally  it  was  laborious  and  could  be 

cusses   and  cites   literature   that  inaccurate, 
compares    the   varyng    functions 

between  libraries  and  archives.  All  archives,  large  or  small. 
The  discussions  deal  with  acquiring  with  all  our  variations,  are  facing 
libraries  and  those  concomitant  a  similar  problem:  The  basic  prob- 
problems,  not  with  data  management  lem  is  the  storage  and  retrieval  of 
problems  associated  with  research  various  levels  and  types  of  infor- 
or  secondary  analysis.  He  cites  mation.  We  have  probably  all  gone 
the  difficulties  facing  researchers  through  the  same  process  of  first 
in  gaining  information  on  the  producing  a  hard  copy  list  of  hold- 
machine  readable  data  files  availa-  ings  --  typed  at  first,  then  later 
ble.  placed   in   machine-readable   form. 

Many  archival  holdings  and  most 
The  implementation  of  our  system  user  data  sets  were  on  cards  and 
will  expand  the  information  on  were  laboriously  carried  around 
available  data-sets,  and  will  also  with  notes  and  information  written 
archive  user  library  services  to  on  the  cards  or  across  the  top  of 
the  university  community.  Our  aim  the  deck.  When  data  sets  were/are 
is  to  break  the  pattern  of  informa-  stored  on  tape  or  disk,  a  user  can 
tion  access  noted  by  White  that  one  no  longer  visually  inspect  the  data 
needs  personal  contacts  to  gain  and  an  uneasy  feeling  sets  in. 
knowledge  of  data  set  availability.  This  is  the  period  that  technologi- 
cal change  in  data  storage  out- 
Ferguson  (1977)  notes  the  types  stripped  the  means  used  to  document 
of  questions  data  file  users  ask  of  files  and  studies, 
library  and  computing  organiza- 
tions. Their  interest  is  not  in  This  detailing  of  developmental 
partitioned  responsibility  between  problems  in  archiving  does  not  even 
the  library,  computer  center  and  begin  to  confront  the  enormous  task 
archive,  but  in  the  availability,  of  indexing  variables  across  stu- 
access  and  documentation  of  data  dies.  Since  we  do  not  have  the 
files.  resources  to  deal  with  these  prob- 
lems, we  will  move  on  to  those  that 
Grandon  (1978)  discusses  archive  are  presently  manageable.  We  hold 
development  stages  in  general  and  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  stu- 
then  details  the  system  under  dies,  and  have  a  library  of  about 
development  at  the  Social  Science  three  hundred  tapes  that  probably 
Data  Center/Roper  Center.  His  contain  about  two  thousand  files, 
paper  describes  functions  in  which  We  also  have  the  usual  need  for  the 
all  machine  readable  data  file  dissemination  of  information  on  the 
archives  must  participate  to  a  studies  available  and  have  a  pro- 
greater   lesser  extent.     The   one  gram  that  lists  them  as  card  images 
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by  subject  and  author  within 
subject.  Archivists  and  research- 
ers are  faced  with  the  problems  of 
increased  complexity  of  machine 
readable  data  files,  and  with  mul- 
tiple files  associated  with  one 
study  title. 

A  survey  might  consist  of  one 
rectangular i zed  file  of  one  to  two 
thousand  card  images,  or  may  con- 
tain tens  of  thousands.  The  latter 
presents  only  problems  of  bulk.  A 
survey  may  be  updated  (new  edi- 
tions) by  cleaning  or  for  other 
reasons.  Panel  studies  present 
additional  difficulties  by  having 
the  problems  already  noted  as  well 
as  the  addition  of  new  waves.  To 
this  list  of  complexities  and  prob- 
lems is  difficulty  of  hierarchical 
files. 

At  present  our  biggest  problem 
is  to  store,  retrieve,  and  have 
available  information  on  tape  files 
and  a  machine  retrievable  document 
for  each  study  with  a  description 
of  each  file.  Turtle  (1978)  also 
notes  that  file  documentation  was 
deficient  in  the  library  at  the 
Tennessee  Valley  Authority  and  pro- 
posed procedures  to  improve  the 
existing  documentation  system.  We 
differ  from  her  in  that  she  states 
"a  computer  tape  library  ...  con- 
tains only  one  physical  format  for 
information".  A  serious  problem 
for  our  archive  and  users  is  that 
we  may  have  multiple  formats  for 
files  of  one  study.  These  may 
include  forms  usable  by  a  batch-or- 
iented analytic  package  while  the 
file  may  also  be  stored  diffecently 
for  on-line  terminal  use. 


file  tha 
dif f icul t 
by  Carte 
that  is  e 
ence  Quan 
Universit 
levels  of 
tation  pi 
cate  name 
as  each  e 
give  our 


t  may  be  updated  is  not 
and  a  method  is  suggested 
r  and  Roistacker  (1976) 
nforced  by  the  Social  Sci- 
titative  Laboratory  at  the 
y  of  Illinois.  However, 
information  and  documen- 
us  a  prohibition  of  dupli- 
(a  search  is  conducted 
ntry  point  for  dups)  will 
users  more  flexibility. 


MODEL 

The  model  that  we  are  develop- 
ing : 

1.  assumes  minimal  computer- 
associated  knowledge  by 
users. 

2.  will  be  a  method  for 
information  storage  and 
retrieval  of  documenta- 
tion and/or  numeric  data. 

3.  will  be  a  process  that 
will  allow  modification 
of  the  stored  indexes* 
and  the  programs  execut- 
ing number  two  above 
without  having  to  redo 
the  stored  sets  of  archi- 
val information. 

This  model  can  be  viewed  as  a 
multipurpose  system  that  will  serve 
users  who: 

1.  are  browsing  for  informa- 
tion by  author,  title 
subject   (general)     and 


Clerical  procedures,  for  tracing 
files  and  problems  with  tape,  (such 
as  parity  errors  or  the  need  for 
cleaning),  require  an  inordinate 
amount  of  time  and  become  insuffi- 
cient and  redundant.  File  documen- 
tation  for  studies   with  only   one 


*This  refers  to  archi- 
val documentation  records 
as  opposed  to  codebooks 
and  other  hard  copy  docu- 
mentation describing  a 
specific  data  set. 
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geography; 

2.  are  searching  for  a  spe- 
cific author,  subject,  or 
geographical  area; 

3.  may  want  to  retrieve  a 
file  that  they  specify 
f r om  t a pe  or  disc; 

4.  have  the  need  to  create 
their  own  library; 

5.  wish  to  hold  information 
and  files  in  the  develop- 
mental section  of  the 
library  for  creating  tem- 
porary files  and  the 
documentation  associated 
with  them. 

The  system  will  enable  archival 
maintenance  and  updating  of  all 
material,  and  logging  and  account- 
ing records  of  all  activities. 


After    trying 
approaches  previous 
became  obvious  that 
prehensive  approach 
ment  of  information 
their  associated  fi 
enable  us  to   actua 
procedures.    One  n 
ency  of  only  doing 
multiple  times,  and 
dent  help  one  needs 
tern   that   does   no 
explanatory   time 
time. 


some    of    the 
ly  mentioned ,  i t 
we   need  a  com- 
to   the  manage- 
on  studies  and 
les,   that  would 
1 ly  simpl ify  our 
eeds  the  effici- 
a  job  once,   not 
when  using  stu- 
an  ongoing  sys- 
t   require   more 
than   executing 


Frequently  not  enough  time  is 
spent  in  designing  a  system,  which 
leads  to  implementation  problems. 
We  have  spent  much  time,  thought, 
and  planning  for  a  model  that  will 
serve  well  in  the  context  within 
which  it  is  anticipated  it  will 
operate. 

The  development  or  use  of  a  sys- 
tem such  as  RIQS  (1975)  with  tuto- 
rials would  be  very  helpful  to  new 
users,   but  at  the   present  time  it 


is  beyond  the  scope  of  the  system 
we  will  be  implementing.  A  CAI  is 
under  development  at  our  institu- 
tion, and  will  be  used  if  suitable 
to  our  application.  We  plan  to 
develop  a  simple  querying  system, 
not  a  sophisticated  one. 

Our  interest  in  a  developmental 
library  and  in  allowing  users  to 
create  their  own  libraries  comes 
from  working  with  researchers  and 
classes  and  attempting  to  keep 
track  of  all  the  tape  and  file 
activity.  As  with  many  aspects  of 
research  work,  documentation  of 
work  in  progress  is  one  of  our  big- 
gest problems.  Although  the  prob- 
lem of  classifying,  cataloging  and 
documenting  studies  has  been  dealt 
with  in  the  appropriate  literature, 
there  is  not,  to  my  knowledge,  any 
(or  much)  literature  on  systems 
designed  to  deal  with  the  informa- 
tion problems  associated  with 
developmental  file  systems  for 
users  in  an  academic  setting. 

Those  who  have  large  grants  may 
be  able  to  hire  their  own  staff  to 
keep  records,  but  most  university 
researchers  must  keep  their  own 
records  of  their  work  as  it  pro- 
gresses to  completion  through  vari- 
ous files.  At  a  later  period  the 
information  on  files  could  remain 
on  a  permanant  record  and  accessi- 
ble to  them  or  it  could  be  scat- 
tered . 
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method  of  documentation  they  need 
and  a  history  of  their  studies  pre- 
viously entered . 

The  information  to  construct  the 
indexes  of  information  resides  on 
several  files.  The  files  contain 
information  in  a  hierarchical 
structure  with  imbedded  fields  to 
link  them  together.  This  allows  us 
flexibility  both  with  the  files 
(used  as  data)  and  programming, 
that  is,  one  or  both  can  be  modi- 
fied   independently. 

By  using  the  hierarchical  file 
structure  of  the  holding  files,  we 
plan  to  include  a  list  of  studies 
availabe  to  us,  but  not  located  in 
the  archive.  This  will  enable  the 
university  community  to  know  all 
the  ICPSR  studies  listed  in  the 
User's  Guide  and  could  be  easily 
updated  when  we  receive  periodic 
notice      of      new   holdings.  If      we 

obtain  a  membership  in  the  Roper 
Center,  that  information  would  also 
be   entered . 

At  the  on-line  querying  stage 
any  user  will  be  given  the  informa- 
tion needed  to  submit  a  batch  job 
to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  required 
data.  Tape      numbers        and      their 

necessary  information  (tracks,  den- 
sity, character  mode,  etc)  and  file 
position  will  not  be  needed  by  the 
user  to  request  a  file.  File  loca- 
tion, whether  disc  or  tape,  will  be 
retained  in  the  index  and  the  file 
retrieved  with  a  simple  command 
followed  by  pertinent  information. 
For  various  policy  reasons,  the 
computer  laboratory  at  MSU  will  not 
allow  a  request  for  a  tape  mount  to 
be  executed  when  one  is  on-line  at 
a  terminal.  Although  it  is  limit- 
ing when  one  needs  a  small  file,  it 
is  not  as  restrictive  as  it  appears 
because  when  one  is  working  with  a 
large  data  set,  batch  mode  is  gen- 
erally preferred  due  to  both  time 
and    cost    factors. 
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The  holdings  file  contains 
information  on  the  type  of  system 
(Archive,  User  Library,  Develop- 
ment) .  A  twenty  character  acronym 
will  be  the  index  reference  for  a 
study.  Authors,  title,  subjects, 
geography,  and  date  are  information 
that  will  be  used  for  searching  and 
printout.  Read  and  alter  passwords 
can  be  set  at  this  level. 

The  mapping  file  contains  infor- 
mation on  the  version  (edition,  set 
or  subset)  ,  and  as  many  as  neces- 
sary can  be  established  for  a 
study.  This  will  cover  multiple 
files,  updates,  etc.  This  level 
will  also  offer  a  restriction  code 
if  needed.  Date,  document,  and 
other  user  information  will  be  held 
here . 
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The  tape   file  will   contain  the  Center,   and  main  library  choose  to 

standard   tape   information,    e.g.  build  an  infrastructure   similar  to 

tracks,    density,    label,    mode,  those  units  found  at  Stanford,  Wi s- 

owner,    plus   a   tape   history   of  consin  and  Northwestern   among  oth- 

accesses,  cleaning  date,  and  number  ers,   we  believe   that  the  existing 

of  mounts.  files  of  information  in  combination 

with  the   executing  program   struc- 

The  authorization  file  will  con-  ture   will   serve   as   a   base   for 

tain    access   level,     accounting  expanded  holdings  and  services, 
information,    logging   information 

and  scheduling  action  if  necessary.  One  is   left  with   a  frustrating 

This  file  will   provide  information  feeling  that  there  are  developments 

for  report  generation.     The  sche-  occuring  elsewhere  that  would  be  of 

duling  algorithms  will   be  particu-  use   to  us   and  coversely,    others 

larly   helpful    for   instructional  might   use   our   efforts   to   their 

files.  benefit   if  we   could  surmount   the 

major  problem  of  program  transport- 

The  document   files  contain   the  ability   to  other   vendor   systems, 

standard  information  on  each  study:  We   seem   to   be   "reinventing   the 

number  of  cases  and  variables,  sam-  wheel"  at  many  institutions, 
pling   design,   abstract,    issuing 

archive,   published  material,   etc.  References 
We  are   still  formulating   a  design 

for  a  version  document  section.   We  Carter,  M.  C.  and  Roistacher,  R.  C. 

plan  to  have  documentation  accessa-  Statistical  and  Data  Support  to 

ble  in  several  modes   and  are  still  a  Heterogenous   user  Community, 

designing  this  phase.  First  International  S.    A.   S. 

Users  Meeting,  1976. 

Those    studies   under    archive 
entry  and  control  will   have  all  of  Ferguson,   D.    Social  Science  Data 
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ROUND  II  DELPHI  QUESTIONNAIRE  INSTRUCTIONS 
PLEASE  READ  CAREFULLY 

In  the  last  issue  of  the  Newsletter  you  were  asked  to  respond  to  Round 
I  of  a  Delphi  study  designed  to  aid  our  thinking  about  future  develop- 
ments relating  to  the  distribution  and  archiving  of  laachine  readable 
data.  Hiat  questionnaire  was  completely  open-ended  and  was  structured  to 
elicit  the  ideas  and  concerns  {in  a  number  of  categories)  of  the  members 
of  IASSIST.  The  responses  from  Round  I  were  used  in  the  development  of 
the  questionnaire  presented  in  this  issue  —  a  closed  questionnaire  con- 
sisting of  forty-five  "event"  statements. 

For  this  Round  of  the  Delphi  we  are  asking  that  you  respond  to  each 
event  statement  with  three  different  ratings  or  "Questions"  (designated 
Question  1,  Question  2,  and  Question  3),  Questions  1  and  3  are  seven 
point  rating  scales  extending  from  "Low"  to  "High".  Question  2  requests 
that  you  make  an  estimate  of  the  Year  in  which  the  event  will  take  place 
or  begin.  With  these  three  Questions  we  are  attempting  to  do  the  follow- 
ing : 

1.  Assess  the  importance  of  each  event  to  the  members  of  IASSIST 
(Question  1) . 

2.  Forecast  the  approximate  date  by  which  the  event  will  occur  or 
begin  to  change  (Question  2). 

3.  Estimate  the  likelihood  that  the  event  will  actually  occur 
(Question  3) . 

When  the  data  are  evaluated,  median  ratings  on  each  of  the  three  ques- 
tions will  be  used  as  an  estimate  of  the  collective  viewpoint  of  the  IAS- 
SIST membership. 

When  using  the  seven  point  ratings  scales  for  Questions  1  and  3  the 
scales  should  be  interpreted  as  follows: 

1.  Very  low  importance  or  likelihood. 

2.  Moderately  low  importance  or  likelihood. 

3.  Low  importance  or  likelihood. 

4.  Neutral  importance  or  likelihood  (a  50/50  chance). 

5.  High  importance  or  likelihood. 

6.  Moderately  high  importance  or  likelihood. 

7.  Very  high  importance  or  likelihood. 

To  use  the  scales,  simply  CIRCLE  the  number  which  best  approximates  your 
viewpoint  concerning  the  event  statement. 

Our  primary  concern  is  in  forecasting  directions  in  the  nineteen 
eighties  so  your  estimates  of  dates  should  generally  be  in  the  time  per- 
iod 1980  -  1990.  It  may  be,  however,  that  for  a  particular  event  you 
believe  that  the  date  will  be  later  than  1990  —  if  so,    indicate  the 

-  1  - 


^SSIS'r  Newsletter,  Vol.  3,  No.  2  (Spring  1979) 

Ste.   If  you  think  the  event  will  never  happen,  enter  "9999"  as  the 
ate.   If  you  cannot  make  an  estimate,  enter  "0000".   Please  try  to  make 
estimate  for  each  event  statement. 

We  have  attempted  to  make  each  event  statement  as  clear  as  possible 
and  as  unambiguous  as  possible.  CHie  of  the  failings  of  the  Delphi 
Method,  however,  is  that  it  is  occasionally  necessary  to  use  terras  such 
as  "Expanded  use  of"  or  "A  significant  increase  in"  or  a  "A  precipitous 
increase  in".  Such  terms  are,  obviously,  not  very  precise.  With  the 
present  Delphi  when  we  use  terms  such  as  those  listed  we  are  attempting 
to  convey  the  idea  of  clear  and  unmistakable  changes  in  direction  from 
"jny  current  trend.  Since  the  term  "precipitous"  is  stronger  than  the 
^erm  "significant" ,  "precipitous"  Implies  a  sharper  departure  from  any 
irrent  trend  than  does  "significant" .  Both  terms,  however,  imply  a 
leparture  from  any  current  norms.  While  this  explanation  of  terminology 
Is  not  entirely  adequate,  for  the  present  purposes  we  believe  the  simpl- 
icity of  the  approach  outweighs  the  complexity  of  alternative  forms. 

An  additional  problem  which  often  occurs  with  Delphi  studies  is  that 
>ne  event  may  be  dependent  on  one  or  more  other  events,  yet  the  rater  is 
'asked  to  respond  to  each  statement  in  isolation  from  other  statements. 
There  is  a  technique,  called  cross-impact  analysis,  which  avoids  this 
problem  by  requiring  judgments  on  a  single  item  in  relationship  with 
other  items,  the  problem  with  cross-impact  analysis  for  the  present 
study  is  that  the  complexity  of  the  questionnaire  is  greatly  expanded. 
Furthermore,  without  some  data  of  the  sort  we  are  attempting  to  acquire 
with  this  quesstionnalre,  it  is  difficult  to  construct  a  cross-impact 
£tudy.  Please  make  every  effort  to  rate  each  of  the  events,  notwith- 
ptanding  the  problem  ot  ratings  In  isolation  from  other  events. 

At  the  end  of  the  questionnaire  are  a  few  demographic  items  which  will 
sslst  in  the  analysis  of  the  data.  In  addition,  there  are  some  blank 
ipaces  provided  for  comments  and  for  the  suggestion  of  additional  items. 
If  you  wish  to  comment  on  the  study  and  the  directions  in  which  we  may  be 
loving,  please  do  so.  Such  comments  will  aid  us  in  the  substantive  ana- 
ysis  of  the  data. 

Finally,  when  you  have  completed  the  questionnaire,  please  place  it  in 
n  envelope  and  mail  it  to: 

r 

'  Thomas  Wto.  Madron,  Editor 

:  lASSIST  Newsletter 

Academic  Computing  and  Research  Services 
i  245  Grise  Hall 

Western  Kentucky  University 
Bowling  Green,  KY  42101 

Please  respond  to  the  questionnaire  as  quickly  as  possible.  We  would  like 
to  present  our  findings  in  the  next  issue.  If  you  live  outside  the 
United  States,  airmailing  the  questionnaire  would  be  helpful.  First 
class  postage  is  required  within  the  United  States. 

Thanks  for  your  help  and  cooperation. 
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PAGE    3 

QUESTION    1  QUESTION    2  QUESTION    3 

HOW    IMPORTANT    IS  ABOUT   WHAT   YEAR  WILL  WHAT    IS    THE    LIKELI- 

THIS   EVENT  TO   THE  THIS    EVENT   TAKE  HOOD  THIS    EVENT  WILL 

DELIVERY  OF    SERVICE?  PLACE   OR   BEGIN?  TAKE    PLACE? 

KEY        1      L0I=LOW    IMPORTANCE  HII=HIGH    IMPORTANCE 

KEY         3      L0L=LOW    LIKELIHOOD  HIL=HIGH    LIKELIHOOD 


1-  A  significant  increase  in  the  use  of  proprietary  restrictions 
on  the  dissemination  of  data, 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOljR   ESTIMATE 
12      3      4      5     6     7  {  )  12     3      4      5      6      7 

2.  Expanded  use  of  restrictions  (copyrights,  restrictive 
contracts)  on  the  use  of  software  used  for  archival  and 
analytical   purposes. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR    ESTIMATE 
1234567  (  )  1234567 

3.  An  expansion  of  the  use  of  "non-standard"  formats  for 
disseminating  data. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR   ESTIMATE 
1234567  (  )  1234567 

4.  A  decline  in  the  ability  of  archivists  to  promote  the  use  of 
standardized  systems  for  defining  data  elements  (variables) . 

LOI  HII  LOL  RIL 

YOUR   ESTIMATE 
1234567  (  )  1234567 

5.  A  decline  in  the  ability  of  archivists  to  promote  the  use  of 
standardized  systems  for  classifying  and  retrieving  machine 
readable  data. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR   ESTIMATE 
1234567  (  )  1234567 

6.  A  precipitous  increase  in  the  amount  of  machine  readable 
data. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR   ESTIMATE 
1234567  (  )  1234567 
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QUESTION    1  '        QUESTION    2                                 QUESTION    3 

HOW    IMPORTANT    IS  ABOUT  WHAT  YEAR  WILL  WHAT    IS   THE    LIKELI- 

THIS   EVENT  TO   THE  THIS   EVENT  TAKE  HOOD  THIS   EVENT  WILL 

DELIVERY  OF    SERVICE?  PLACE   OR   BEGIN?  TAKE   PLACE? 

KEY        1      LOI=LOW    IMPORTANCE  HII=HIGH   IMPORTANCE 

KEY        3      LOL-LOW    LIKELIHOOD  HIL=HIGH    LIKELIHOOD 

7.  As  the  quantity  of  machine   readable  data    increases,   a   growing 
inability  to  deliver   information  to  appropriate  users. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR    ESTIMATE 
12     34567  (  )  1234567 

8.  Rising      labor     costs     affect     the        ability     to     archive     and 
disseminate  machine  readable  data. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR    ESTIMATE 
1234567  (  )  1234567 

9.  Rising  energy  costs  affect  the  ability  to  archive  and 
disseminate  machine  readable  data. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR    ESTIMATE 
1234567  {  )  1234567 

10.  The     generation  and     dissemination     of     standard   Indexes     for 
.  machine  readable  data. 

LOI  ..   RI1_     _ „  LOL  HIL 

YOUR    ESTIMATE 
1234567  (  )  1234567 

11.  Growth      in   the      importance     and      use   of     non-numeric     machine 
readable  data  files. 

LOI  HII 

12      3      4      5      6     7 


12.  An  expansion  of  cooperative  efforts  to  develop  union  lists  of 
machine  readable  data. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR    ESTIMATE 
1234567  (  )  1234567 
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HIL 

UR    ESTIMATE 
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QUESTION    1  QUESTION    2  QUESTION    3 

HOW    IMPORTANT    IS  ABOUT  WHAT  YEAR  WILL  WBAT    IS    THE    LIKELI- 

THIS    EVENT  TO   THE  THIS   EVENT  TAKE  HOOD  THIS    EVENT  WILL 

DELIVERY  OP    SERVICE?  PLACE  OR  BEGIN?  TAKE    PLACE? 

KEY        1      LOI=L0W    IMPORTANCE  HII-HIGH    IMPORTANCE 

KEY        3      LOL=LOW    LIKELIHOOD  HIL-HIGH    LIKELIHOOD 

13.  Expansion  of  storage  space  requirements  for  data   files. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR   ESTIMATE 
12      3      4      5     6      7  (  )  12      3      4      5      6      7 

14.  Standardization  of  criteria  for  evaluating  the  importance  of 
data   files  for   inclusion   in  an  archive. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR   ESTIMATE 
1234567  (  )  1234567 

15.  The  rising  cost  of  traditional  methods  for  disseminating 
information  {paper,  printing)  alter  methods  and  techniques  of 
dissemination. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR   ESTIMATE 
1234567  (  )  1234567 

16.  Expansion  of  the  variety  of  users  requiring  machine  readable 
data  files. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR   ESTIMATE 
1234567  {  )  1234567 

17.  Expansion  of  commercial  archival  services  for  machine 
readable  data. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR   ESTIMATE 
1234567  {  )  12345      6      7 

18.  Development  of  more  varied  funding  techniques  for  the 
development  of  machine   readable  data  archives. 

LOI  HII 

12      3      4      5      6      7 


LOL 

HIL 

YOUR   ESTIMATE 
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QUESTION    1  QUESTION    2  QUESTION    3 

HOW    IMPORTANT    IS  'ABOUT  WHAT  YEAR  WILL  WHAT    IS   THE    LIKELI- 

THIS    EVENT   TO  THE  THIS    EVENT   TAKE  HOOD  THIS    EVENT  WILL 

DELIVERY   OF   SERVICE?  PLACE   OR   BEGIN?  TAKE   PLACE? 

KEY         1      LOI=LCW    IMPORTANCE  HII=aiGH    IMPORTANCE 

KEY         3      LOL=LCW   LIKELIHOOD  HIL=aiGH    LIKELIHOOD 

19.  Increased   need      to  capture     governmentally  generated     machine 
readable  data. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR   ESTIMATE 
12     3      4      5     6      7  (  )  12      3      4      5      67 

20.  Increased     need     to  capture     commercially     generated     machine 
readable  data. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR    ESTIMATE 
1234567  {  )1234567 

21.  Expansion  of  techniques  for  more  broadly  disseminating  data 
to  user  groups  at  the  local  (or  operational)  level. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOtm    ESTIMATE 
1234567  (  )  1234567 

22.  Lower  demand   for     machine   readable  data  as  a     by-product  of  a 
poor   economic  climate   for  higher  education. 

LOI  HII  LOL     '  HIL 

YOUR    ESTIMATE 
123      4567  (  )  1234567 

23.  Expanded        information        retrieval        services        through        the 
develofOTent  of  specialized   keyword  dictionaries. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR    ESTIMATE 
12      3      4      5      6      7  (  )  12      3      4      5      6      7 

24.  The  growth  of  limitations  for  computer  access  by  end   users. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR    ESTIMATE 
1234567  (  )  1234567 
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QUESTION    1  QUESTION    2  QUESTION    3 

HCW    IMPORTANT    IS  ABOUT  WHAT   YEAR  WILL  WHAT    IS    THE    LIKELI- 

THIS    EVENT   TO  THE  THIS    EVENT  TAKE  HOOD  THIS    EVENT  WILL 

DELIVERY  OP   SERVICE?  PLACE   OR   BEGIN?  TAKE    PLACE? 

KEY        1      LOI-LOW    IMPORTANCE  HII«HIGH    IMPORTANCE 

KEY        3      LOL«LCW   LIKELIHOOD  HIL=HIGH   LIKELIHOOD 


25.  Increased  need  for  access  to  machine  readable  data  files 
through  technical  systems  which  are  transparent  to  the  end 
user. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR   ESTIMATE 
1234567  (  )  1234567 

26.  Expanded  training  of pot^nti^l  end  users  concerning  the 
availability  and  use  of  machine  readable  data   files. 

LOI  ail  LOL  HIL 

YOUR   ESTIMATE 
1234567  (  )  1234567 

27.  Dissemination  of  data  files  through  networks  rather  than  by 
tapes  or  other  magnetic  media. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR   ESTIMATE 
1234567  {  )  1234567 

28.  Establishment  of  centralized  and  hierarchical  data  networks 
to  improve  access  and  to  reduce  cost  of  access  to  machine 
readable  data. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR    ESTIMATE 
1234567  (  )  123      4      56      7 

29.  Expanded  use  of  microfilm  or  microfiche  techniques  in  the 
dissemination  of  documentation  and  other  relevant 
information. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR    ESTIMATE 
1234567  (  >  1234567 

30.  Use  of  cassette  tapes  or  diskettes  used  in  conjunction  with 
microcomputers  (or  with  larger  mainframes)  for  the 
dissemination  of   information. 

LOI  an  LOL  HIL 

YOUR   ESTIMATE 
1234567  {  )  1234567 
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QUESTION    1  QUESTION    2  QUESTION    3 

HOW    IMPORTANT    IS  ABOUT   WHAT  YEAR  WILL  WHAT    IS    THE    LIKELI- 

THIS    EVENT   TO   THE  THIS    EVENT  TAKE  HOOD  THIS    EVENT  WILL 

DELIVERY   OP    SERVICE?  PLACE   OR   BEGIN?  TAKE    PLACE? 

KEY        1      LOI=LOW    IMPORTANCE  HII=»HIGH   IMPORTANCE 

KEY        3      LOL=LOW   LIKELIHOOD  HIL=HIGH   LIKELIHOOD 


31.    The  use  of  multi-media  technology 

(computer/television/telephone)        for     the     dissemination     of 
machine  readable  data. 
LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR   ESTIMATE 
•1234567  (  )  1234567 

32,    Through        the        use        of       computer       generated        microfiche, 
dissemination  of     materials  not  heretofore     available    (entire 
library  catalogues,    for  example)  . 
LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR   ESTIMATE 
1234567  <  )  1234567 

33.  Increasing      impact     of     microcomputers     on     the     methods     for 
distlbuting  machine   readable  data. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR   ESTIMATE 
1234567  (  )  1234567 

34.  Development  of     hierarchically  organized     networking  software 
allowing   the  use  of  microcomputers    (or  intelligent  terminals) 

'    in  the  process  of  disseminating  machine   readable  data. 
LOI  HII  LOL  BIL 

YOUR   ESTIMATE 
1234567  (  )  1234567 

35.  Expanded     deployment  of     terminals  in    "libraries,     places     of 
business,  homes,   etc.,    to  assist   in  the  accessing  of  data. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR   ESTIMATE 
1234567  (  )  1234567 

36.  Development     of     a   "universal",        natural-language     oriented, 
method   for   accessing  machine   readable  data. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR    ESTIMATE 
1234567  (  )  1234567 
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QUESTION    1                              QUESTION    2                              QUESTION    3 
HOW    IMPORTANT   IS                ABOUT  WHAT   YEAR  WILL     WHAT   IS    THE    LIKELI- 
THIS    EVENT  TO  THE             THIS    EVENT   TAKE                  HOOD  THIS    EVENT  WILL 
DELIVERY   OF    SERVICE?      PLACE   OR   BEGIN?                  TAKE   PLACE? 

KEY        1      LOI=LOW   IMPORTANCE                       HII=HIGH   IMPORTANCE 
KEY         3      LOL=LOW   LIKELIHOOD                       HIL=HIGH   LIKELIHOOD 

mmzca.^ 

37.    Greater      concern   for     problems  of     human     engineering    in 
production  of  equipment  designed   for  data  retrieval. 

the 

LOI                                    HII                                                            LOL 

YOUR    ESTIMATE 
12      3      4567                     {                  )                    12345 

HIL 
6      7 

38.    Development     of     software     and       hardware     for     dealing: 
automatically  with  natural    language  materials. 

more 

LOI                                  HII                                                         LOL 

YOUR    ESTIMATE 
1234567                     (                  }                    12345 

HIL 
6     7 

39.    Expanded       deployment       of       font-independent       readers 
converting   printed  materials  into  machine  readable  form. 

for 

LOI                                  HII                                                         LOL 

YOUR    ESTIMATE 
1234567                     {                  )                    12345 

HIL 
6      7 

40.    Expanded     concern  on     the     part       of     machine     readable 
archivists  with  commercial    and  governmental  data  needs. 

data 

LOI                                    HII                                                            LOL 

YOUR    ESTIMATE 
1234567                     (                  )                    12345 

HIL 
6      7 

41.    Expansion  of     the  scope     of   lASSIST     to  meet     the  demands     of 
users  other   than  researchers. 

LOI                                  HII                                                         LOL 

YOUR    ESTIMATE 
1234567                     (                  )                    12345 

HIL 
6      7 

42.    Substantial      resources  devoted      to      the     development  of 
expensive  methods  of   information  delivery. 

less 

LOI                                    HII                                                      .       LOL 

YOUR    ESTIMATE 
123      4      567                     {                  )                    12345 

HIL 
6      7 
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QUESTION    1  QUESTION    2  QUESTION    3 

HOW    IMPORTANT    IS  ABOUT  WHAT   YEAR  WILL  WHAT  IS    THE    LIKELI- 

THIS    EVENT   TO   THE  THIS    EVENT   TAKE  HOOD  THIS    EVENT  WILL 

DELIVERY  OF    SERVICE?  PLACE  OR   BEGIN?  TAKE  PLACE? 

KEY        1      LOI=LCW    IMPORTANCE  HII=HIGH    IMPORTANCE 

KEY        3      LOL«=LOW    LIKELIHOOD  HIL=HIGH    LIKELIHOOD 

43.  Improved     understanding   of     and   techniques     for  dealing     with 
cross-national   data  delivery  and  dissemination. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR    ESTIMATE 
1234567  (  )  1234567 

44.  Increased   need   for     data  security  as  a     byproduct  of  computer 
oriented  criminal   activites. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR    ESTIMATE 
1234567  (  )  1234567 

45.  Increased  difficulty     in  disseminating  machine     readable  data 
as  a  byproduct  of  privacy  legislation. 

LOI  HII  LOL  HIL 

YOUR   ESTIMATE 
1234567  (  )  1234567 


Are   There  other   Events  of    Importance? 


46. 


47. 


48. 


49, 


50. 
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51.    In   what   region  do   you   reside? 

[    ]  1.  Western  Europe 

[    ]  2.  Eastern   Europe 

[3  3.  Canada 

[  ]  4.  The  United  States 

{  ]  5.  Other  (Where) 


52.    Institutional   Affiliation: 

[   ]  1.    Academic    Institution 

[   3  2.   Commercial    Organization 

[3  3.   Governmental   Agency 

[   3  4.    Independent  data  archive 

[   1  5.   Other   (What) 


53.    Regardless  of  the   type   of  agency  for  which  you  work,     are   you 
you  employed   within   a  department  which  has: 

[    1    1.    Primary  objectives  other   than  data  archiving? 
[   3    2.    Does  primarily  data   archiving   and   servicing? 

54,55.      How  many  employees  devote      substantial   amounts  of   time   to 
data  archiving?      [ ] 

Comments 
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NEWS  AND  NOTES 

from  IASSIST  members  requesting 
more  direction  from  the  leadership. 
Members  requested  a  reorganization 
of  the  Action  Groups  to  reflect 
IASSIST  NEWS  more  accurately  the  members'  needs. 

A  new  constituency  was  added,   com- 
By  the  Seat  of  my  Pants  merical  vendors  of   on-line  numeric 

data  bases,    and  one   constituency 

was  significantly  enlarged,   archi- 

Alice  Robbin  vists   of  machine   readable   public 

President  records.    And,  although  one  Action 

Group  was  originally  designed   to 

recognize  the   educational  function 

of    IASSIST,      IASSIST   members 

Some   Reflections  on   the   lASSIST   expressly  articulated  the   need  for 

Conference  a  Committee  on  Education,  workshops 

designed  to   teach  various   aspects 

lASSIST's   Annual    Conference,    of  activities  related   to  machine 

held  this  year   in  Ottawa,   Canada,    readable  recores,    and  development 

May  7-lOth,  was  notable  for  several    of  curricula   to  prepare   people  to 

reasons.  work  with  machine  readable  records. 

First,  during  the  entire  confer-  Thus,    the    Ottawa   Conference 

ence,  whether  in  formal  sessions  of  became  a   reorganizational  meeting, 

informally,   conversations  revolved  Official   actions    taken   by   the 

around  various  aspects  of  lASSIST's  Administrative   Committee    reflect 

role,    objectives,   and   potential  this   desire    for   reorganization, 

contributions.    One  could  say  that  (Elsewhere  in  this  Newsletter,   the 

this   concern   is  typical   of   what  reader   will   find    tHe   "Official 

happens  to   all  organizations   sev-  Record  of   the  Administrative   Com- 

eral   years  after   their   creation.  mittee  Meetings.")     As  a   result. 

An  organization  is  created  by  a  few  Per  Nielsen,  elected  as  Vice-Presi- 

individuals   whose   needs   are   not  dent,   is  requested  to   carry  out  a 

being   met  (in   lASSIST's  case,    a  review  of   the   current   committee 

professional  organization  for  indi-  structure.   Members  of  the  Adminis- 

viduals   involved   in   library   and  trative  Committee   will  participate 

archival    activities   related    to  actively  in   each  Committee.     The 

machine   readable   data   for    the  Constitution  will   be  reviewed   and 

social   sciences).    The   organiza-  changes  recommended  to   the  member- 

tions  grow  as  different  individuals  ship.   A  Publications  Committee  has 

are  brought   into  the  fold   and  the  been   established   to    review   the 

structure  no   longer  reflects   ade-  Newsletter ,   make   recommendations, 

quately   the  needs   of  this   larger  and    explore    possibilities    for 

constituency.  future  publications.    A  Membership 

Committee  was  established   and  will 

Indeed,    the  Ottawa   Conference  work   on   a  publicity   campaign   to 

can  be   considered  a   turning  point  increase  member  ship. [ 1 ] 

for   lASSIST:    The   Administrative    

Committee  represents  the  organiza- 
tion's first  elected  executive 
body.     Recommendations  flowed   in 


[1]IASSIST  members  are   urged  to 
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A  second  aspect  of  some  impor- 
tance was  the  degree  of  informal 
informational  exchange  which  took 
place.  Two  incidents  stand  out  in 
my  mind:  First,  the  Zentralarchiv 
fur  Empirische  Sozial forschung , 
represented  by  Ekkehard  Mochmann, 
has  long  been  involved  in  develop- 
ing a  retrieval  system  to  access 
information  about  the  machine  read- 
able data  files  in  their  collec- 
tion. (In  addition  to  the  Zentra- 
larchiv (ZA),  the  Danish  Data 
Archives  (DDA) ,  Leisure  Studies 
Data  Bank  at  the  University  of 
Waterloo,  and  the  Steinmetz 
Archives  in  Amsterdam  have  been 
working  since  1974  in  this  area.) 
In  North  America,  this  interest  is 
only  recent,  and  has,  as  I  see  it, 
been  stimulated  by  the  entrance  of 
the  library  community  into  machine 
readable  records,  where  on-line 
bibliographic  data  bases  have  been 
an  effective  informational  tool  for 
print  documents  (articles,  cita- 
tions, index,  and  catalog  records, 
for  example)  since  1968.    With  the 


II' 


particpate  in  committees  of  their 
interest.  If  you  wish  to  work  on 
the  Publ icat ions  Committee ,  please 
contact  Ms.  Harriet  Dhanak,  Depart- 
ment of  Political  Science,  Michigan 
State  University,  East  Lansing, 
Michigan,  USA.  If  you  wish  to  work 
on  the  Membership  Committee ,  please 
contact  Ms.  Jackie  McGee,  RAND  Cor- 
poration, 1700  Main  Street,  Santa 
Monica,  California  90406  USA  or 
Henk  Schrik,  Steinmetz  Archives, 
Kleine-Gartmanplantsoen  10,  1071  HW 
Amsterdam,  Holland.  If  you  are 
interested  in  the  Committee  on  the 
Constitution,  contact  Harold  Nau- 
gler ,  Publ ic  Archives,  Machine 
Readable  Archives,  395  Wellington 
Street,  Ottawa,  Ontario,  KIA  0N3. 
Your  interest  in  the  Education  Corn- 
mi  ttee  should  be  addressed  to  John 
''  McDonald,  (same  address  as  Nau- 
gler)  . 


exception  of  only  several  data 
librarians,  there  is  little  experi- 
ence in  developing  retrieval  sys- 
tems for  information  about  machine 
readable  data  files.  Mochmann  had 
the  opportunity  to  share  his  exper- 
iences in  developing  the  ZAR  system 
with  many  people,  including  members 
of  the  Roper  Public  Opinion 
Research  Center.  Second,  the  data 
archive  community  seems  finally  to 
have  become  convinced  of  the  impor- 
tance of  bibliographic  citations 
and  is  on  its  way  to  meeting  some 
of  the  needs  of  the  library  profes- 
sional, who  is  typically  called 
upon  as  an  information  resource 
person:  This  could  be  seen  with 
the  adoption  by  the  AZ ,  Waterloo, 
and  Steinmetz  of  the  bibliographic 
citation  for  machine  readable  data 
files  and  its  incorporation  in  the 
record  describing  a  machine  reada- 
ble data  file. 

Thirdly,  with  the  entrance  of 
the  private  sector,  the  commercial 
on-line  numeric  data  base  vendors, 
lASSIST  data  archive/library  pro- 
fessionals, who  are  primarily 
within  academic  institutions,  were 
introduced  to  a  very  different  per- 
spective on  numeric  data.  The 
entrance  of  this  group  of  people 
into  IASSIST  should  enlarge  the 
original  interests  of  the  lASSIST 
membership  and  invigorate  lASSIST. 
These  vendors  share  many  of  the 
same  problems  (e.g.,  software 
development,  quality  control),  but 
they  also  have  a  different  view 
about  the  way  the  world  works  (par- 
ticularly in  advancing  the  use  of 
numeric  data).  This  can  only  prove 
beneficial  to  all  lASSIST  members 
in  the  long  run. 

Fourthly,  as  I  see  it,  lASSIST 
must  turn  its  attention  to  more 
theoretical  and  "general i zable" 
issues.  There  was  a  strong  peda- 
gogic flavor  to  the  Ottawa  Confer- 
ence. This  is  good;  lASSIST,  as  we 
have   already   said,    has   certain 
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educational    responsibilities.       Yet,  with    workshops    on    May    1st.         Within 

if      more      analytic      and      conceptual  a    month,         a    theme      will    have      been 

work    is   not   carried    out    by    its   mem-  chosen,         but    the      outlines   of      the 

bers,    IASSIST  will    not   offer    a    sti-  program      contents      are      already       in 

mulating    "adventure"    to   members   who  evidence, 
are      already   professionals      in      the 

field.  There  is  a  wide  array  of  The  emphasis  will  be  on  interna- 
problems  which  require  reflection,  tional  persepctives  in  the  man-ma- 
such  as  organizational  and  institu-  chine  interface:  policy,  technol- 
tional  problems  related  to  national  ogy,  and  educational  requirements 
and  international  information  pro-  for  the  generation,  transfer,  and 
grams,  which  must  by  necessity  use  of  statistical  data  for  the 
include  machine  readable  records;  social  sciences.  The  aim  is  to 
the  interface  of  technology,  human  promote  the  effective  utilization 
resources,  and  information  infras-  of  machine  readable  statistical 
tructures;  information  systems  ana-  information  as  a  resource  for  tech- 
lysis  and  design  of  machine  reada-  nical  and  socio-economic  develop- 
ble  numeric  and  bibliographic  data  roent,  through  improving  coordina- 
systems;  development  of  software  tion  of  information  activities 
which  is  more  user-oriented  and  within  the  international  system  and 
does  not  constrain  the  data  struc-  by  providing  expertise  in  the 
tures  which  social  researchers,  development  of  information  organi- 
analysts,  and  policymakers  use;  zations  and  practical  and  theoreti- 
curricula  development;  social  net-  cal  training  of  information  person- 
working  facilities;  data  transfer;  nel  and  users, 
complex      relationships   between      the 

public  and  private  sectors  which  A  recent  article  in  the  American 
transfer  and  utilize  machine  reada-  Society  of  Information  Science  Bub- 
ble data;  economic  and  social  letin  (February  1979,  5(3),  20) 
incentives  for  quality  data  and  notes  that  our  societies  have 
documentation;  maximizing  scarce  arrived  in  the  Information  Age,  "in 
resources  for  optimum  use  of  compu-  which  the  major  human  activity  will 
ter  and  communication  technologies.  be  delivery  of  information  rather 
The  list  could  go  on.  The  point  is  than  production  of  material  goods, 
that  IASSIST  must  move  in  the  With  this  new  era  comes  a  new  set 
direction  of  more  general  informa-  of  problems  and  opportunities." 
tion  science  and  technology  issues.  The  1980  Conference  is  an  opportu- 
look  at  a  broader  picture,  think  nity  to  discuss,  argue,  and  evalu- 
about  the  future  direction  of  ate  the  history,  present  state,  and 
information  and  knowledge  building.  future  of  various  aspects  of  infor- 
Concrete  is  good,  but  theory  is  the  mation  processing  which  deal  with 
foundation.  computer-readable                  statistical 

information.      Papers   will    report   on 

the      state   of      the   art      as   well      as 

advances      in    theory      and      practical 

On    Planning    the    1980    Conference  applications      as    related       to      data, 

computers,         and      dissemination      of 

As      you   will      note    elsewhere      in  information    about    data.       There    will 

this    issue,       the      lASSIST    1980    Con-  be      an      emphasis        on      policies      to 

ference   will    be    held    in    Washington,  encourage    the    free    flow   of    informa- 

D.C.           Members   of      the      Washington  tion    across    national    boundaries    and 

contingent   have    already    begun    plan-  what      and      how   public      and      private 

ning.  The  conference  will  be  held  sector  policies  and  activities  can 
on   May    2,       3,       and      4     (2    1/2    days) , 
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be  designed  and  implemented  to 
enhance  data  transfer.  The  1980-81 
international  census  round  will  be 
addressed.  Educational      require- 

ments will  be  examined  for  training 
professionals  to  organize  and  man- 
age machine  readable  statistical 
data,  to  develop  new  and  use  exist- 
ing software  retrieval  tools,  and 
to  develop  and  use  existing  biblio- 
graphic access  tools.  Workshops 
will  be  organized  to  respond  to 
these  educational  requirements  (The 
Committee  on  Education  will  be  res- 
ponsible for  planning  these  work- 
shops) . 

It  is  critical  at  this  stage 
that  every  possible  idea  for  panels 
and  sessions  be  communicated  to  the 
Program  Committee. [ 2]  If  you  know 
of  individuals  who  would  be  appro- 
priate, send  the  committee  their 
names  and  addresses.  All  ideas  for 
sessions,  all  recommendations,  and 
sharing  of  experiences  are  eagerly 
sought      and   much      needed.         If      you 


[2]The    program   Committee    is   com- 
posed   of    the    following    people: 

1.  Nancy  McManus,  Social 
Science  Research  Council, 
1755  Massachusetts 
Avenue,  N.W,,  Washington, 
D.  C.  20036.  Phone: 
(202)634-8887. 

2.  Richard  Roistacher, 
Bureau  of  Social  Science 
Research,  1990  M  Street, 
N.W.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20036.  Phone: 
(202)223-4300. 

3.  Donald  Harrison,  Machine 
Readable  Archives  Divi- 
sion, National  Archives, 
Washington,    D.C.         Phone: 

(202)724-1080. 


wish  to  contribute  a  paper,  chair  a 
session,  or  have  ideas,  PLEASE  com- 
municate them  to  us.  We  want  this 
conference  to  be  the  best  yet.  And 
it  will  be  with  your  participation. 


Official  Conference  Report 

Official  Record  of  Decisions 

IASSIST  Administrative  Committee 
6,  8  May  1979,  Ottawa,  Canada 

A.   Restructuring  of  lASSIST 
1.   Standing  Committees 

a)  Four  Standing  Commit- 
tees shall  be  establ- 
ished of  which  three 
(*)  shall  be  activated 
immediatley  and  the 
Committee  on  Nomina- 
tions and  Elections 
after  a  Consitut ional 
Review. 

i)     Consititut ional 
Review* 

ii)    Nominations   and 
Elections 

iii)   Publications* 

iv)    Membership* 

b)  Each  Standing  Commit- 
tee shall  have  one 
designated  member  of 
the      Administrative 


Michael  Leavitt,  Federal 
Judicial  Center  (att. 
Research),  1520  H  Street, 
N.W.,  Wahsington,  D.C. 
20005.  Phone: 

(202)633-6344. 
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Committee  and  its 
chairperson  shall  be 
appointed  by  the 
Administrative  Commit- 
tee . 

c)  The  Committee  on 
Publications  shall  be 
constructed  such  that 
the  Current  Editor  of 
the  Newsletter  is  a 
voting  member  and  past 
editors  are  ex  officio 
members . 

d)  Regional  Secretariates 
shall  be  voting  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee 
on  Membership. 

e)  Administrative  Commit- 
tee member  Harold  Na u- 
gler  shall  be  Chair  of 
the  Standing  Committee 
on  Consititut ional 
Review. 

2.   Other  Committees 

a)  Select  Committees 
shall  be  established 
to  advance  the  Associ- 
ation's objectives. 

b)  IASSIST  should  have  a 
third  category  of  com- 
mittees called  "inter- 
est groups." 

c)  The  Vice-President  is 
charged  with  the  task 
of  working  out  Select 
and  Interest  Group 
committee  structure 
and  responsibilities 
and  will  report  by 
September  1st  at  the 
latest  to  the  Adminis- 
trative Committee  and 
membership  (through 
the  Newsletter ) . 


Elections 


1. 


Per  Nielsen 

Vi  ce-Pr esident 
SIST. 


elected 
of         lAS- 


Sharon  Henry  and  Harold 
Naugler  shall  form  a  Com- 
mittee on  Nominations  and 
Elections  for  the  Cana- 
dian   Secretariat. 


C.         Representation      of    lASSIST      in 
Other    Organizations 

1.  Nancy  McManus  shall 
represent  lASSIST-U.S.  on 
the  U.S.  Committee  for 
the  UNESCO  General  Infor- 
mation   Program    (PGI). 

2.  Sue  Dodd  shall  represent 
lASSIST  on  the  Committee 
on  Cataloging:  Descrip- 
tion and  Access  of  the 
American  Library  Associa- 
tion's Resources  and 
Technical  Services  Divi- 
sion. 


D.   Newsletter 


The 


Newsletter  shall   be 
the  first 


established  as 
priority  for  lASSIST  and 
a  Standing  Committee  on 
Publications  is  empowered 
to  move  forthwith  (See 
Ala3.) 

The   term   of   Editor   is 
fixed  at  two  years. 

The  position  of  Associate 
Editor  is  established. 


42  - 


lASSIST  Newsletter,  Vol.  3,  No.  2  (Spring  1979) 

E.  Action  Groups  tive  Committee   should  take   a  more 

active  role  viz-a-viz  the  Action 
I  1.  Action  Group  reports  are  Groups  and  that  the  Administrative 
[       accepted.  Committee  should   help  set   priori- 

I  ties   for  AG   tasks.    Some   Action 

I  Group   leaders  suggested   that   the 

mandates  ought   to  be   reevaluated, 

F.  Future  Conferences  leading  to  the   possibility  of  com- 

bining  certain  Action   Groups   and 

1.  The  next  lASSIST  Annual  eliminating  those  which  were  inef- 
Conference  will  be  held  fective;  and  tying  Action  Groups  to 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  in  substantive,  ongoing  data  issues 
1980.  (i.e.,   those  which   are  meaningful 

and   would  receive   the  support   of 

2.  An  lASSIST  Annual  Confer-  the  entire  membership  and  outside 
ence  is  tentatively  sche-  world).  Thus,  for  example,  sugges- 
duled  to  be  held  in  1981,  tions  were  made  to  study  inter- 
with  the  International  change  formats,  data  structures  for 
Federation  of  Data  Organ-  exchange  purposes,  existing  inter- 
izations  (IFDO),  in  national  standards,  relationships 
Europe.  with   international   organizations, 

and  training   (education)   methods. 

3.  The  President   of  lASSIST       Everyone  felt   that  lASSIST   should 
is   empowered  to   find   a      serve  a  professional  training  func- 
Program  Chairman   for  the      tion,    including  education.     The 
Washington,   D.C.   Annual      meeting  adjourned  with   a  recommen- 
Conference  (by  Thursday) .       dation  that  the   President  and  mem- 
bers of  the   Administrative  Commit- 
tee  report  to   the   Administrative 
Committee  as   a  whole  on   this  dis- 

Reports  of  the  Action  Groups  to  the    cussion,   the  Action   Group  leaders 

Administrative  Commi  ttee  report  experiences,   products,   and 

problems   for    the   Administrative 

lASSIST  Annual  Conference  Committee,   the  Administrative  Com- 

mittee evaluate  these  reports  and 
Ottawa,  Canada  the   Action   Groups   constitutional 

7-10  May  1979  mandates,   and   Administrative  Com- 

mittee and  Action  Group  leaders 
During   the   Annual   Conference,    arrive  at   a  consensus  for   ways  to 

members  of  the   Administrative  Com-    improve  the  present  situation. 

mittee   and   chairpersons   of   the 

Action  Groups  (AG)    met  to  discuss       What   follows   are    the   Action 

and  evaluate  the  Action  Groups  pro-   Group  leaders'  reports   made  to  the 

gress   during  the   last   two  and   a    Administr at iveCommittee . 

half  years.   There  appeared  to  be  a 

general   consensus   by   the   Action 

Group   Leaders  that   Action   Groups 

needed   to  define   specific   tasks,    U.S.   Data  Organization  and  Manage- 

locate    committed    people,     and    ment  (DOM) 

establish  budgets.   The  feeling  was 

that  in   some  cases  the   AG  mandate  William  Gammell 

is   too  large.     The  Action   Group 

leaders  felt   that  the   Administra- 
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The   DOM   met    to   discuss   the       The  CAG  has  been  productive,  and 

organizational   framework   of   the  although   it  has  not  followed   its 

Action  Group.     The  consensus   was  original  mandate,   the  results  have 

that   only  some   minor  changes   are  been  useful.    Sue  Dodd's  catalogu- 

necessary  at  this   time.    The  con-  ing  manual  for  MRDF   and  the  format 

cept  of   "action"  group   seems  less  for  bibliographic  citation   are  the 

appropriate   for    this   particular  concrete  results.   The  working  ses- 

group  than   for  others.     That  is,  sions  at  previous   conferences  have 

there   is  nothing   basically  wrong  been  useful  as  problem-solving  ses- 

with  the  manaate,    but  the  implied  sions. 
method   of   how   those   goals   are 

achieved  needs  to  be  dealt  with.  More  projects  have  been  out- 
An  "interest  group"  model  is  better  lined.  In  order  to  ensure  the  corn- 
suited  for  this  group.  The  "inter-  pletion  of  the  projects,  the  CAG 
est  group"  model  would  still  allow  feels  that  a  revised  mandate  should 
us  to  perform  our  evaluative,  con-  be  produced,  as  well  as  a  coordina- 
sultative,  and  transfer  of  informa-  tion  or  merging  of  the  CAG  with  the 
tion  functions.  Essentially,  the  Data  Documentation  Action  Group, 
only  problem  has  been  the  "mind  Because  both  AGs  are  dealing  with 
set"  of  the  continuing  members  of  similar  problems,  a  coordination  of 
the  group.  We  have  felt  obligated  efforts  must  exist, 
to  generate   a   product   and   have 

taken  a  rather  narrow  view  of  what      The  following  projects  have  been 

a  product  is.    Either   the  name  of  outlined:   (1)  completion  and  revi- 

the  Action  Group   should  be  changed  sion  of  the  cataloguing  manual;  (2) 

from  "action"   to  "interest"   or  we  development  of  a   MARC  format;   (3) 

should  change  our   ideas  about  what  guidelines  for   cataloging  in   pro- 

the  term   "action"  implies.     Pro-  duction  (i.e.,    researcher  produc- 

ducts  will  emerge  and  be  stimulated  tion);  (4)  working  paper  on  sources 

by  emphasizing  workshops   and  semi-  of  information  for   subject  classi- 

nars.    Products   will  probably   be  fications;   and  (5)   guidelines  for 

the  work   of  subsets  of   the  group,  choice  of  subject  classification, 
but  within  a  group  which  provides  a 

congenial   set   of   collaborators.      The   area  of   classification   of 

Therefore,    our  recommendation   to  MRDF  is  one  which  requires  guidance 

the   Administrative    Committee   is  and  one   for  which   the  AG  has  the 

that  the  group  concentrate  on  work-  expertise  to  produce  guidleines  in 

shops,    round   tables,    and  most  many  areas, 
importantly,   seminars.     Seminars 

would   be  offered  at   two   levels.      The    Administrative   Committee 

introductory  and   state-of-the-art.  should  provide   its  support   to  the 

3y  so  doing,   we  will  set  the  stage  Action   Group   in  order   to   ensure 

for   the   evaluation   role   of   the  that  the   products  of   the  AG  work 

group.  are  formalized. 


Canadian   and  U.S.    Classification   Canadian  and  U.S.   Data  Acquisition 
Action  Group  (CAG)  Action  Group  (DAG) 

Sue  Gravel  Pierre  Lacasse 
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During  the  last  two  years,  this  Canadian  and  U.S.  Data  Documenta- 
Action  Group  has  drawn  little  tion  Action  Group  (DOC) 
attention  from  the  lASSIST  member- 
ship, and  although  the  matter  is  An  initial  meeting  in  1977  (the 
important,  it  is  uncertain  how  we  first  annual  lASSIST  meeting  in 
can  stimulate  action.  Possibly,  Florida)  was  held  jointly  with  the 
specific  tasks  on  a  limited  number  Classification  Action  Group.  Sub- 
of  issues  could  be  listed  in  prior-  sequent  meetings  were  held  in 
ity.  A  few  interest  groups  could  Copenhagen  and  Cologne,  with  addi- 
be  organized,  with  certain  members  tional  work  on  a  "file  precis"  sys- 
formally  committed  to  the  groups,  tem  carried  out  via  correspondence, 
while  other  uncommitted  members  During  1978,  a  meeting  was  held  in 
could  be  invited  to  attend  group  Chicago  to  exchange  work  (carried 
meetings  and  eventually  became  out  by  Richard  C.  Roistacher  and 
involved.  Barbara  Noble)  on  data  documenta- 
tion and  developments  with  the"file 
precis."  Subsequent  tests  of  the 
"file  precis",  with  different  types 
Canadian  and  U.S.  Data  Archive  of  data  files,  were  undertaken  at 
Reg istryAc tion   Group    (DAR)  six    data   centres.         An      item    in   the 

Newsletter  provoked  considerable 
Elliott  Avedon  interest  and  correspondence  regard- 
ing information,  software,  and  use. 
In  the  summer  of  1977,  a  small  During  1979,  development  and  pro- 
group  of  lASSIST  members  met  in  duction  of  the  file  precise  soft- 
Copenhagen  and  developed  a  Data  ware  has  continued  (at  the  Univer- 
Organization  Registry  Form  (DORF) .  sity  of  Waterloo)  and  has  been 
The  form  has  been  circulated  in  a  implemented  in  a  number  of  centres, 
preliminary  state  for  test  pur-  Work  continues  on  retrieval  aspects 
poses,  and  after  minimal  revisions  of  the  system.  (A  small  meeting, 
was  given  to  the  International  Fed-  includ ingmembers  of  the  Leisure 
eration  of  Data  Organizations  Studies  Data  Bank  (Waterloo, 
(IFDO)  for  its  use.  IFDO  is  now  Canada),  Mochmann  ( Zentralarchiv 
using  the  form  for  its  members.  fur  Empirische  So zial f o rschung , 
During  1979,  the  form  was  reformat-  Cologne),  Dodd  (Institute  for 
ted  in  machine  readable  form  to  Researchin  the  Social  Sciences, 
allow  for  future  revisions.  A  North  Carolina  atChapel  Hill),  and 
working  group  (composed  of  E.  Moch-  Robbin  (Un iversi tyo f  Wi sconsin-Ma- 
man,  A.  Robbin,  and  E.M.  Avedon)  dison),  met  to  discuss  the  possi- 
met  at  the  Ottawa  Conference  to  bility  of  augmenting  the  present 
make  revisions.  Various  sections  Study  Description  with  biblio- 
need  only  minor  revisions;  however,  graphic  information.  It  was  agreed 
the  sections  on  computer  and  data  to  place  a  full  bibliographic  cita- 
processing  technology,  subject  con-  tion  at  the  beginning  of  the  record 
tents  of  the  holdings,  and  organi-  for  each  Study  Description  for  a 
zational  structure  (including  MRDF) .  Continuing  members  include 
staffing)  will  be  expanded  to  des-  staff  at  the  Leisure  Studies  Data- 
cribe  more  fully  and  accurately  an  Bank,  Danish  Data  Archives,  Zentra- 
IFDO  organization.  Continuing  mem-  larchiv,  Data  Library,  at  the  Cen- 
bers  of  this  group  include  CM.  ter  for  Demography  and  Ecology 
Geda,  Itenny,  A.  Robbin,  E.  Moch-  (University  of  Wisconsin-Madison), 
mann,    P.    Nielsen,    and    E.M.    Avedon.  Barbara    Aldrich    (U.S.    Bureau  of   the 

Census),         Richard       Roistacher      and 
Barbara      Noble      of      the       Bureau      of 
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Social  Science  Research  (Washing-  sound,  though  somewhat  overly  ambi- 
ton,  D.C.).  Continuing  members  tious.  We  have  failed  to  meet  sev- 
from  the  Joint  Classification  and  eral  milestones,  yet  our  projects 
Documentation  Action  Groups  include  remain  valid  and  worthwhile.  More 
S.    Dodd,    A.    Robbin,    and    N.    McManus.         importantly,      they      are   attainable. 

Because   our      members   are      scattered 
throughout      the    United      States     and 
Canada,    we    have  been      tardy   on  due- 
Canadian   and    U.S.      Process-Produced        dates  and    the    like.         This    seems   to 
Data    Action   Group    (PPD)  be   the   "nature  of   the   beast,"    which 

can   be  overcome  with    initiative. 
John    DeVries    and    Donald    Harrison 

The    PPD   Action      Groups  of   Canada 

(John    DeVries)         and   of      the    United  Canadian      and      U.S.         Data      Archive 

States         (Donald      Harrison)           have  Development   Action  Group    (DAD) 
decided      to      continue      work      on      at 

least      three   of      the   projects      that  Laine   Ruus 
were    conceptualized    at      the    Florida 

meeting.  The   Action     Groups   mandate      con- 
sisted  of      two   main      functions-- (a) 

Project      #1,      the      Pi  rectory      of  the   production      of   a      Guide    to      the 

Directories,      has  been    revived   with  provision  of  data   services,    and    (b) 

the   amount   of   available  description  concern   with   the   educational    devel- 

from   Canada   and    West   Germany.         Don  opment  of     an   emerging      profession, 

Harrison   will    edit   a    revised,    cumu-  through   workshops,    seminars,    etc. 
lative    listing    to      be   available    for 

publication    in      the    September      IAS-  An      outline      was      developed      and 

SIST   Newsletter.           In    addition      to  revised    for   a   Guide.      Action  groups 

Canada    and      West    Germany,         the    new  and    individuals   were      solicited    for 

listing    will      include   the      names   of  their    personal    contributions   to    the 

all    addresses   of   contact   persons    in  Guide      as     authors      of      subsections 

countries   were      no    formal      brochure  wi  thin      their    individual      areas     of 

has   been    published.  expertise   and    interest.         Abstracts 

were      solicited   and      even      received 

The    Task    Force   voted    to   go   ahead  from   approximately   one-half     of   the 

with    plans    for    project    #2,    a    criti-  committed    authors/contributors.        A 

cal    review   of    the    holdings    brochure  'Style      Guide'       was      developed      and 

and      other    descriptive      literature,  sent    to    all    in      the    summer    of    1978, 

and   with   project      #3,      a   comparison  with   a    first  draft   deadline   of    Sep- 

of   methods      and    procedures      of    com-  tember    1st    1978.            Two    prospective 

mercial    and    industrial    institutions  first  drafts   have   been    received, 
with   government  data   archives.      The 

information      will      be      archived      by  A      'Summer    School'       program      has 

John    Devries    (#2)       and    Harriet    Dha-  been      developed    at      DPLS/Un iversi ty 

nak      (#3).           A     meeting      in      early  of   Wisconsin-Madison,      albeit   with- 

August      in      Ottawa      is      planned      to  out   active   DAD  Action   Group  contri- 

review   these    two      projects   and    work  bution.         In    fact,      this   portion   of 

assignments.         All      members  of      the  the  mandate      has   not      been   actively 

Task    Force   will   contribute.  discussed      at      any      of      the      annual 

meetings   of    the    DAD  AG.  (However, 

On    reviewing      our    original      man-  C.      Geda      and    H.         Naugler    lead      an 

date,  the  Task  Force  is  confident  enthusiastic  group  in  a  seminar  on 
that      the         Florida      planning         was 
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education  and   a  recommendation   to  Group.    The   first  of  these   was  a 

the   IASSIST  membership   has   been  general   discussion   on    the   past 

forthcoming  to   establish  a   Select  activities  of  the  two  action  groups 

Committee  on  Education).  and  what   people  would  like   to  see 

happen  in  the  future.  No  concrete 
Problems  of  this  action  Group  suggestions  were  made. 
include  a  high  turnover  of  indivi- 
duals attending  the  annual  Action  Two  papers  were  presented  at  the 
Group  meetings,  necessitating  copi-  second  joint  session.  Jane  Henson 
ous  explanations  and  little  pro-  from  the  Data  and  Program  Library 
gress.  No  response  to  repeated  Service,  University  of  Wisconsin 
proddings  to  produce  sections  of  gave  a  paper  entitled  'Cataloging 
the  Guide  (especially  draft  copy  to  Machine  Readable  Data  Files:  An 
pass  on  to  readers)  has  been  forth-  Analysis'.  The  Presentation 
coming.  focused  on  three  areas:  'the  ana- 
lysis of  four  types  of  cataloging 
Four  alternatives  are  possible  philosophies,  an  illustration  of 
for  the  future.  (1)  The  Action  levels  of  description  for  catalog- 
Group  can  try  to  carry  on  as  origi-  ing  machine  readable  data  files; 
nally  projected  or  planned,  perhaps  and  the  presentation  of  the 
reassigning  authorship  responsibil-  extended  entry  decision  table  to 
ities;  (2)  The  Guide  can  be  issued  assist  the  cataloger  in  determining 
as  a  series  of  individual  docu-  the  appropriate  level  of  catalog- 
ments,  rather  than  as  a  single  ing.  The  second  presentation  was 
monograph,  which  will  have  the  dual  given  by  Harry  A.  Freedman  of  the 
advantage  of  staggered  publication  Standards  Division,  Statistics 
responsibilities  and  easier  updat-  Canada,  entitled  'Towards  Organized 
ing  of  individual  documents  as  they  Statistical  Data  Documentation: 
become  out-of-date;  (3)  The  entire  'The  Statistics  Canada  Data  Direc- 
Guide  project  can  be  scrapped,  as  tory  System  Project'.  The  paper 
perhaps  it  was  too  abitious  an  described  the  Data  Directory  System 
undertaking.  In  the  event  of  this  proposed  within  Statistics  Canada 
being  chosen  as  an  alternative,  the  and  outlined  the  major  labels  under 
mandate  of  the  DAD  should  be  tho-  which  the  surveys  will  be  identi- 
roughly  revamped  or  this  AG  scrap-  fied.  Twenty-two  were  listed, 
ped  altogether.  This  would  be  including  coverage,  survey  sponsor, 
undesirable  because  the  intent  of  sample  size,  survey  design,  and 
the  mandate  still  holds .  We  only  data  collection  procedures. 
now  have  a~clearer  idea  of  tTTe  d  i  f- 

f icul ties  oT  operationl izing  the  The  third  and  final  session  was 
mandate;  (4)  Locate  one  person  who  a  meeting  of  the  CAG.  Several  top- 
is willing  and  capable  of  writing  ics  were  discussed:  bibliographic 
the  entire  Guide.  citations    vs.       bibliographic 

records,    the   MARC   format,    and 

social   science    thesauri.     Many 

interesting   points   were   covered. 

Other  Conference  Reports  Several   projects    were   proposed: 

the  completion  and   revision  of  the 

Classification  Action  Group  Summary  cataloguing  manual  (Sue  Dodd) ,   the 

development  of  the  MARC  record  spe- 

Three   sessions   were   scheduled  cifically,   proposing  the  necessary- 

during  the  lASSIST  conference.   Two  changes  for   MRDF,   guidelines   for 

of  these  sessions  were  held  jointly  cataloguing-in-produc tion ,   a  work- 

with  the  Data   Documentation  Action 
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i ng  paper  on  sources  of  information 
for  subject  classification,  and 
guidelines  for  the  choice  of  sub- 
ject   headings. 

The  CAG  has  more  than  enough 
projects  for  the  active  members. 
It  will  await  the  results  of  the 
review  of  the  Action  Groups  before 
developing    a   detailed    work   plan. 

Sue    Gravel 


The  Night  Flight 

The  Night  Flight  --  which  was 
actually  a  Day  Flight  --  was  organ- 
ized to  initiate  discussion  of 
developing  national  information 
policies  as  they  affect  users  of 
government  --  produced  machine 
readable  data.  We  have  already 
discussed  at  lASSIST  Conferences 
and  will  continue  to  discuss  issues 
of  privacy,  but  we  should  also 
start  addressing  the  appropriate 
roles  for  commercial  vendors,  for 
government  agencies  and  for  aca- 
demic and  other  nonprofit  organiza- 
tions in  disseminating  data.  The 
Canadian  CANSIM  is  one  model,  but 
there  are  others  which  should  be 
examined  and  discussed.  We  will 
attempt  to  do  this  through  the 
Newsletter  and  at  future  confer- 
ences. In  this  way  we  can  assist 
all  of  our  members  in  making 
informed  contributions  to  informa- 
tion policy  development  in  their 
own  countries,  contributions  which 
will  improve  access  to  government 
data  by  social  science  researchers. 

None  of  the  papers  really 
addressed  " International  Coopera- 
tion for  Acquisition  and  Disposal 
of  Ma chine -Readable  Data  Fi les ," 
but  they  were  all  good  and  I  think 
it  was  a  valuable  session.  The 
first  paper  by  Geoffrey  Mitchell  of 
Statistics  Canada  focused  on  the 
limitation  of  survey   data  files  of 


which  data  librarians  should  be 
aware,  e.g.  its  a  good  survey 
but....  it  lacks  the  appropriate 
questions,  the  necessary  demo- 
graphic information;  the  sample  is 
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Past,      Present 


In      this    seminar,         five      papers 
were    presented.  They   dealt      with 

various  aspects  of  the  use  of 
machine-readable  data  from  cen- 
suses. 

The  first  presentation: 

"Reflections  on  the  development  of 
the  1971  Canadian  Public  Use  Sample 
Tapes",  by  Dr.  E.  Pryor,  Census 
Manager,  Statistics  Canada,  gave 
the  "inside  view"  on  the  release  of 
micro-data  from  the  Canadian  cen- 
sus. Dr.  Pryor  contrasted  the 
demands  for  "more  data,  more  varia- 
bles" from  the  research  community 
with  the  needs  for  maintaining  con- 
fidentiality of  responses,  account- 
ability to  the  state  and  guarantee- 
ing the  access  to  future  data,  on 
the  part  of  a  central  statistical 
agency. 

The  second  presentation: 

"Machine-readable   census   data:       the 


48    - 


lASSIST    Newsletter,    Vol.     3,    No.    2     (Spring    1979) 

INDEX    TO    VOLUME    2 

Babylonian    Documents,    2,     4,    p.    104  23-24 

Bibliographic/Marc      Data  Base      for  Gammell,      William    J.,         2,       2,       pp. 

Social    Science    Data  Files    in    a                   38-43 

Network    Environment;  Building 

a,    2,    2,    pp.    34-37  Geda,    Carolyn,    2,     1,    p.    26 

Book    Reviews,    2,    3,    pp.    84-89  Geda,    Carolyn,    2,    3,    pp.    78-80 

Borman,    Lorraine,    2,    1,    pp.    14-18  Hanis,    Edward    H. ,    2,    4,    p.    102 

Bova,    Patrick,    2,    2,    pp.    44-48  Harrison,    Donald,    2,    1,    pp.    24-25 

Buchanan,    Jan,    2,     1,    pp.    26-27  lASSIST      Conference;  1979      North 

American,    2,    1,    pp.    26-27 
Chairperson's        Report,  February 

8-11,    1978,    2,    1,    p.    26  lASSIST  Conference;    European,    2,     2, 

p.    49 
Chairperson's    Report,      2,         3,      pp. 

78-80  International      Federation      of      Data 

Organization    (IFDO),    2,       3,       p. 
Chairperson's    Report,      2,         4,      pp.  81 


101-102 


Laube,    Sheldon,    2,    1,    p.    23 


Computers   and    the    Humanities,    2,    4, 

pp.    102-103  Letters   to    the    Editor,      2,       3,      pp. 

82-83 
Computer    Networking      on    the      Social 

Science;      The    Impact  of,    2,       1,         MRDF   Cataloging    Conference,       2,       2, 

pp.    3-12  pp.    49-52 

Constitution,    2,    1,    pp.    3-5  Madron,    Thomas  Wm . ,    2,    3,    pp.    56-68 

Data    Organization      and        Management        Network-Based    Scientific      Community 

Action   Group,    2,    1,    pp.    23-24  Economic      Climate        and      Social 

Structure;    The,    2,    1,    pp.    19-22 
Distribution   of      Labor    in      a    Social 

Sciences   Data      Information   Net-        Networks   and    Networking,    2,    3,      pp. 

work;      Notes  on   the,    2,    3,      pp.  56-68 

69-75 

Networks;      Problems      and    Potentials 
Documentation   Action   Group;      Action  for   the    Social    Community,    2,    1, 

in    the,    2,    1,    p.    23  pp.    14-18 

Dodd ,    Sue    A.,    2,    2,    pp.    34-37  Nominating    the      Administrative   Com- 

mittee;     Procedures    for,    2,       1, 
Dodd,    Sue    A.,    2,    2,    pp.    49-52  p.    5 

Election   Results,    2,    4,    p.    102  Norc    Library  as      Information    Center 

and    Data    Archive;      The,       2,       2, 
Gammell,      William   J.,         2,       1,      pp.  pp.    44-48 

-    50    - 


lASSIST    Newsletter,    Vol.     3,    No.     2     (Spring    1979) 


People    and    Places,    2,     3,    p.    80 

Peters,    Paul    Evan,    2,     3,    pp.    69-75 

Process-Produced    Data;    Action    Group 
on,    2,     1,    pp.    24-25 

Rasmussen,    Karsten    Boye,    2,     3,       pp. 
76-77 

Regional      Databases      for      Automated 
Cartography,    2,    1,    p.    27 

Riggs,    Fred,    2,    1,    p.    27 

Robbin,    Alice,    2,    1,    pp.    3-12 

Robbin,    Alice,    2,    4,    pp.    95-100 

Roistacher,    Richard    C. ,    2,       1,      pp. 


19-22 

Roper  Center:  Development  of  a  New 
Organization  Model  for  Data 
Access;    The,    2,     2,    pp.    38-43 

Rowe,    Judith,    2,     3,    p.    80 

Technical  Standards  for  Magnetic 
Tape  Exchange  Between  Data 
Organizations,    2,     3,    pp.    76-77 

UNISIST  Information  Activities,  2, 
4,    p.     103 

UNISIST/Social  Science  Information, 
2,     1,    p.    27 

West  European  Secretariat,  2,  2,  p. 
49 


-    51 


international  association  for  social  science 
information  service  and  technology 
I'association  Internationale  pour  les 
services  et  techniques  d'information 
en  sciences  sociales 

OBJECTIVES 

Encourage  and  support  the  establishment  at  local  and  national  levels  of  information  centers  for  data  base  reference,  mam 
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